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ALFRETON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Alfreton  Urban  District 

Council, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1964. 

Important  to  the  health  of  the  people  in  the  District  during  the 
year  have  been  two  major  matters. 

The  progress  of  the  new  sewage  disposal  scheme  has  made  it 
possible  for  pail  closet  conversions  to  continue  bringing  the  benefits 
of  modern  water  lavatories  to  many  homes  in  the  district.  Whilst 
many  of  these  houses  have  no  indoor  lavatories  the  walk  across  the 
yard  to  a modern  water  lavatory  is  a great  improvement  on  the  old 
pail  closet. 

The  other  major  matter  of  importance  is  the  need  for  housing 
accommodation.  Such  is  the  need  for  accommodation  that  families 
are  quite  old  before  many  of  them  obtain  modern  accommodation. 
The  growth  of  the  children,  their  mental  and  physical  health  cannot 
be  as  good  in  cramped,  damp  houses  with  multiple  bed  occupation 
as  it  would  be  in  modern  houses  with  the  principle  of  one  bed,  one 
child. 

Attention  is  drawn  to  the  paragraph  on  Incontinence.  This  causes 
much  concealed  distress.  Much  more  use  of  incontinence  pads, 
supplied  immediately  on  demand,  would  be  of  great  benefit.  A 
greater  use  might  be  made  of  loan  services  which  provide  commodes 
or  chemical  closets.  This  is  important  in  incapacity  and  during 
winter  months  where  there  are  outdoor  toilets. 

We  are  looking  forward  to  major  changes  in  our  road  system  and 
associated  progressive  factory  development  as  a result  of  the 
Motorway  (M.l)  extensions  and  the  need  for  more  industrial  develop- 
ment in  the  area  to  replace  the  work  provided  by  the  coal  mining 
industry. 

During  the  coming  year  Mr.  Mercer,  our  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector  for  many  years,  will  retire.  During  his  period  of  office  a 
great  many  changes  in  the  work  of  Public  Health  Inspectors  has 
taken  place. 

On  many  occasions  during  the  years  the  Council  must  have  been 
grateful  for  his  advice  and  his  little  red  memory  books. 

We  wish  him  many  more  happy  years  of  work  as  we  understand 
he  is  retiring  from  his  post  of  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  but  will 
still  be  working. 
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I thank  the  members  of  the  Council  for  their  interest  and  support. 
The  Press  have  been  interested  and  helpful  in  many  health  matters. 
The  General  Practitioners  have  been  most  co-operative  and  interested 
in  Public  Health  Problems. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

P.  WEYMAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

STATISTICS 

The  Statistics  which  appear  in  this  report  have  been  compiled 
from  information  received  from  a number  of  sources  throughout  the 
year. 

These  are  kept  to  a minimum  in  this  report  but  some  are  necessary 
so  that  comparisons  can  be  made  with  previous  years. 

The  Registrar  of  Births  and  Deaths  for  Alfreton  supplies  a weekly 
return  giving  details  of  births  and  deaths  occurring  in  the  area. 

Notifications  of  infectious  disease  are  sent  in  by  Medical  Prac- 
titioners and  in  cases  of  Tuberculosis  sometimes  by  the  Chest 
Physicians  and  Hospital  Medical  Officers. 

The  notification  of  suspected  cases  is  most  important,  for  instance 
in  poliomyelitis,  food  poisoning  and  dysentery.  Telephone  com- 
munications are  much  appreciated  and  can  save  a great  deal  of  time. 

Additional  information  about  infectious  disease  and  undiagnosed 
illnesses  comes  from  hospitals,  school  teachers,  parents,  health 
visitors  and  casual  conversations. 

At  weekly  and  quarterly  intervals,  details  regarding  infectious 
disease,  births  and  deaths,  are  received  from  the  Registrar  General. 
This  enables  a watch  to  be  kept  on  any  unusually  prevalent  disease 
in  the  County,  or  surrounding  districts  or  towns. 

Population 

The  population  of  the  Urban  District  at  30th  June,  1964,  was 
estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  as  22,830.  This  is  a decrease  of 
190  from  the  estimate  made  at  the  same  time  in  1963. 

The  population  estimated  in  1957  was  23,680. 

Births 

353  live  births  were  registered  giving  a crude  birth  rate  per 
thousand  of  the  population  of  15.5. 

This  figure  when  adjusted  for  comparison  purposes  by  the 
application  of  the  comparability  factor  of  1.06  is  16.4.  This  can  be 
compared  with  an  England  and  Wales  rate  of  18.4. 

See  Summary  of  Statistics. 
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Infant  Mortality 

10  Infant  deaths  were  recorded,  seven  occurring  under  the  age  of 
four  weeks. 

See  Summary  of  Statistics. 

Perinatal  Mortality 

The  number  of  still  births  and  infant  deaths  occurring  under  the 
age  of  one  week  is  9,  giving  a rate  per  thousand  live  and  still  births 
of  25.2. 

The  following  table  gives  the  figures  for  the  last  five  years: 

Rate  per  thousand  Rate  for  England 


Year 

Number 

live  and  still  births 

and  W ales 

1960  . . 

17 

45.9 

32.9 

1961  . . 

14 

41.8 

32.2 

1962  . . 

12 

34.9 

30.8 

1963 

8 

22.3 

29.3 

1964  . . 

9 

25.2 

28.2 

Still  Births 

The  4 still  births  registered  give  a rate  per  thousand  births  (live 
and  still)  of  11.2.  This  can  be  compared  with  a rate  for  England  and 
Wales  of  16.3. 

Deaths 

254  deaths  were  registered.  This  gives  a crude  death  rate  per 
thousand  of  the  population  of  11.1  which,  after  adjustment  by  the 
application  of  the  comparability  factor  of  1.14  is  12.7  and  can  be 
compared  with  a rate  of  11.3  for  England  and  Wales. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  the  Home  Office  has  at  last  set  up  a 
Committee  to  inquire  into  the  law  and  practice  relating  to  death 
certification,  coroners  and  coroners’  courts. 

The  Committee  is  to  recommend  what  changes  are  desirable. 

Deaths  from  Individual  Diseases 

The  254  deaths  are  set  out  in  Table  5 according  to  cause  and  sex. 

Disease  of  Heart  and  Circulatory  System 

139  deaths  occurred  in  this  group,  69  males  and  70  females. 

The  causes  of  death  are  given  at  numbers  17-21  inclusive  in  Table  5. 

53  deaths  were  due  to  coronary  disease,  28  to  vascular  lesions  of 
the  nervous  system,  46  to  other  heart  diseases  and  12  to  other 
diseases  of  the  circulatory  system. 

Cancer 

44  deaths,  25  men  and  19  women,  make  this  the  second  largest 
group. 
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Death  rates  per  thousand  of  the  population  are  set  out  in  the 
Summary  of  Statistics  with  comparative  figures  for  England  and 
Wales. 

All  of  the  10  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung  were  men. 

Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis 

There  were  16  deaths  from  pneumonia  and  13  from  bronchitis. 

Maternal  deaths 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths  registered  in  the  District. 

Tuberculosis 

A death  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  occurred  in  a man  58  years 
of  age. 

See  Table  6. 

Accidents 

9 persons,  7 men  and  2 women,  died  as  a result  of  accidents. 

2 men  died  as  a result  of  accidents  at  work.  2 elderly  women  as  a 
result  of  falls.  An  elderly  man  was  accidentally  drowned  and  4 men 
died  after  being  involved  in  motor  vehicle  accidents. 

Suicide 

2 women  committed  suicide. 

One  by  coal  gas  poisoning  and  the  other  by  aspirin  poisoning. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

193  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified.  Measles  was  re- 
sponsible for  90%  of  this  number. 

The  incidence  of  individual  diseases  was: — Measles  173,  Whooping 
Cough  11,  Scarlet  Fever  5,  Erysipelas  2,  Tuberculosis  2. 

Measles 

173  cases  were  notified — the  majority  occurring  in  children  in  the 
1-9  age  group. 

The  majority  of  cases  occurred  during  the  months  of  June/ July 
and  November/December. 

See  Tables  8,  9 and  10. 

Whooping  Cough 

11  cases  were  notified  mainly  during  the  Spring. 

See  Tables  9 and  10. 

Scarlet  Fever 

5 cases  were  notified  in  children  between  the  ages  of  3-11  years. 
See  Table  8. 

Dysentery 

No  cases  of  Dysentery  were  notified. 

Many  cases  of  diarrhoea  which  might  be  due  to  organisms  of  the 
dysentery  group  are  never  notified.  Some  family  outbreaks  clear 
up  without  medical  attention. 

It  is  important  that  food  handlers  notify  the  person  in  charge  if 
they  have  diarrhoea.  If  they  have  been  ill  whilst  abroad  on  holiday 
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the  person  in  charge  should  be  informed  on  their  return. 

There  is  no  difficulty  about  having  specimens  examined  as  a 
safety  precaution  in  all  these  cases.  The  General  Practitioner  or  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  can  arrange  this. 

Tuberculosis 

Two  new  cases  of  respiratory  Tuberculosis  were  notified — one 
man  and  one  woman. 

Early  cases  are  found  by  x-ray  examination.  Rapid  treatment 
with  modern  drugs  prevents  a continuence  of  the  infective  state. 
These  are  major  factors  in  preventing  spread  of  the  disease.  Other 
factors  such  as  pasteurization  of  milk  and  the  gradual  evolution  of 
herds  of  cattle  undergoing  regular  testing  for  tuberculosis  has  been 
a great  help. 

The  visits  of  the  Mass  X-ray  Units  are  given  every  help.  The 
visit  during  the  year  in  January  resulted  in  a report  by  Dr.  Guthrie, 
the  Director  of  the  Unit,  as  follows: — 

“2,530  of  the  general  public  came  for  x-ray,  which  was  better 
than  in  1961  when  1,787  came.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  very  foggy 
weather  during  the  survey  I am  sure  the  response  from  the  general 
public  would  have  been  even  better.  60%  of  the  general  public  had 
been  x-rayed  before  by  the  Unit. 

No  definite  case  of  active  pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  discovered 
but  there  were  3 observation  cases  and  they  have  been  referred  to 
the  Chest  Clinic  for  further  investigation.  1 case  of  bronchiectasis 
and  3 cases  of  pneumoconiosis  were  also  discovered”. 

The  following  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  have  been  dis- 
covered as  a result  of  the  Unit’s  visit: 

1961  . . . . 4 cases  1958  . . . . 2 cases 

1954  ..  . . 2 „ 1951  ..  . . 10  „ 

Attendance  was  far  better  than  for  the  previous  visit. 

PROTECTION  AGAINST  DISEASE— IMMUNISATION  AND 

VACCINATION 

Immunisation  against  Poliomyelitis,  Diphtheria,  Tetanus,  Whoop- 
ing Cough  and  vaccination  against  Smallpox  is  available  to  all 
babies  and  young  children. 

After  the  initial  course  of  oral  vaccine  and  injections  the  most 
important  reinforcing  doses  are  those  taken  on  or  before  school 
entry. 

At  the  time  of  school  entry  the  children  take  a step  into  greater 
group  activity.  The  over-mothered  may  run  more  risk  of  infectious 
diseases  than  those  freely  mixing  before  school. 

It  is  important,  therefore,  in  order  to  prevent  disease  and  possible 
disastrous  effects  to  make  sure  that  a baby  has  its  primary  courses 
of  protection  completed. 

Reinforcing  doses  must  be  obtained  on  or  before  school  entrv. 

Poliomyelitis,  diphtheria  and  tetanus  vaccination  are  most 
impoitant  for  young  children.  Whooping  Cough  vaccination  is 
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important  for  very  young  babies. 

Smallpox  Vaccination  is  commonly  carried  out  during  the  first 
two  years  of  life. 

At  the  age  of  thirteen  or  for  those  who  are  likely  to  be  contacts  of 
cases  of  tuberculosis,  vaccination  can  be  given  which  will  give  some 
protection  against  tuberculosis.  This  is  important  as  the  number  of 
cases  of  tuberculosis  in  the  community  become  smaller.  The  risk 
of  spread  of  infection  from  open  cases  is  greater  as  the  population 
has  less  experience  of  the  disease.  On  the  other  hand  detection  is 
earlier  than  it  used  to  be. 

For  those  travelling  abroad  immunisation  against  typhoid  and 
paratyphoid  is  very  important.  These  diseases  are  quite  common  in 
many  countries. 

All  the  above  protection  can  be  obtained  through  the  General 
Practitioner. 

Protection  against  Yellow  Fever  when  travelling  to  certain  parts 
of  the  world  can  be  obtained  by  appointment  through  certain 
County  Clinics. 

Measles  can  leave  behind  it  various  ailments  and  troubles.  It  is  an 
extremely  common  childhood  infection.  Often  not  serious  but  it 
can  be  so. 

Development  of  a vaccine  to  protect  against  measles  continues. 
This  is  especially  important  to  those  countries  where  the  disease 
is  even  more  serious  than  in  England.  In  some  places  abroad  death 
from  measles  is  not  uncommon. 

With  this  stimulus  measles  vaccines  are  being  tried  out.  It  seems 
likely  that  this  will  be  the  next  protective  vaccine  to  be  offered  to 
children. 

The  problem  of  the  infection  of  expectant  mothers  with  german 
measles  virus  is  a considerable  worry.  No  vaccine  has  yet  been 
developed.  Perhaps  the  best  answer  at  present  is  to  ensure  that  all 
girl  children  have  german  measles.  The  danger  period  when  the 
virus  might  cause  abnormalities  in  the  developing  baby  is  during 
the  first  4 months  of  pregnancy.  This  does  not  always  happen.  For 
instance  if  the  mother  has  had  german  measles  she  will  be  immune 
or  she  may  have  some  immunity  from  an  unknown  attack  of  the 
disease. 

If  there  is  an  apparent  risk  it  is  possible  to  approach  the  family 
doctor  and  obtain  advice.  Injections  of  gamma  globulin,  a blood 
preparation,  may  give  protection  from  the  effects  of  the  virus. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  Education  Authority  has  made 
special  arrangements  for  married  women  teachers  expecting  babies 
to  be  absent  from  school  if  there  is  an  outbreak  of  german  measles. 
This  is  a very  wise  precaution. 

CARE  OF  THE  ELDERLY 

There  has  been  a great  increase  in  the  interest  taken  in  the  welfare 
of  older  people.  This  has  been  very  evident  in  the  number  of 
voluntary  organisations  taking  an  active  interest. 
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Warden  Scheme  . *. 

The  group  of  bungalows  on  the  Hostel  Site  built  by  the  Council 

have  proved  very  successful.  It  is  easy  to  walk  round  completed 
buildings  and  suggest  improvements.  The  main  point  is  that  this 
accommodation  exists  and  is  in  use  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  occupants. 
In  this  age  of  planning,  replanning  and  postponing  it  is  pleasant  to 
meet  a project  completed  and  found  to  have  been  very  well  worth 
while. 

The  County  Council 

The  County  Council  maintain  “The  Glebe”,  a home  with  places 
for  older  women.  There  is  a waiting  list. 

Other  accommodation  for  those  needing  more  care  and  attention 
is  provided  at  Babington  Hospital,  Belper,  and  at  Shardlow  in 
South  East  Derbyshire. 

In  spite  of  all  this  effort  there  is  a constant  need  for  more  accom- 
modation of  all  types.  Against  this  must  be  set  the  points  that: — 

1 . There  will  be  an  increase  in  the  number  of  older  people  in  the 
population  during  the  coming  years. 

2.  Those  fortunate  people  who  do  receive  this  better  accom- 
modation and  care  live  much  longer  than  they  would  other- 
wise have  done. 

3.  Medical  care  has  reduced  the  possibility  of  dying  from  many 
things  and  continues  to  do  so. 

Family  Care  of  the  Elderly 

With  modern  mobility  of  workers,  young  families  move  away 
from  the  district  of  their  parents’  homes.  Older  people  tend  to  wish 
to  remain  with  their  old  friends  and  in  familiar  surroundings. 

Many  families  care  for  their  elderly  relatives  and  do  a very  good 
job  indeed. 

During  illness  and  the  closing  years  of  life  many  families  would 
be  willing  to  go  on  caring  for  these  older  people  much  longer  if  they 
could  have  more  help. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  there  is  need  for  more  Home  Helps, 
Night  Sitters  and  even  Day  Sitters. 

Whilst  this  will  relieve  pressure  in  homes  and  hospitals,  both  the 
accommodation  and  the  help  must  be  suitable  and  available. 

The  Sheffield  Regional  Hospital  Board  in  its  Quinquennial  Report 
for  1957-62,  includes  the  following: — 

“Welfare  Services  have  had  to  share  with  hospitals  the  burden 
of  the  problems  arising  from  increasing  numbers  of  old  people  in 
the  community.  There  are  still  insufficient  numbers  of  beds  for 
elderly  and  chronic  sick  and  in  addition,  significant  numbers  of 
acute  beds  are  occupied  by  elderly  patients,  who  either  need  to  be 
transferred  to  long-stay  beds  or  who  cannot  be  discharged  because 
they  have  no  home  or  because  of  adverse  housing  conditions. 
These  difficulties  should  not  be  the  subject  of  mutual  recrimin- 
ation between  the  hospital  and  the  welfare  authorities,  but  each 
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side  should  make  its  due  contribution  in  terms  of  additional 
provision,  in  a spirit  of  partnership.  One  of  the  Board's  contribu- 
tions, apart  from  additional  beds,  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  the  appoint- 
ment of  more  physicians  with  specific  duties  in  the  sphere  of 
geriatrics”. 

A relative  or  a family  doctor  may  telephone  your  Medical  Officer 
in  desperation  asking  for  help.  The  Hospital  Bed  Bureau  Staff,  the 
County  District  Welfare  Officers  are  most  co-operative  and  helpful — 
but  they  cannot  provide  accommodation  which  is  not  available. 
Cases  are  discharged  from  hospitals,  who  really  need  some  nursing 
care,  because  of  the  pressure  of  more  needy  cases.  Some  cases  are 
admitted  to  hospitals  because  services  are  not  locally  available  to 
support  them  at  home  or  have  not  been  fully  used. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  compare  detailed  costing  of  cases  at 
home  compared  with  cases  in  a “Half  Way  House”.  The  admini- 
strative cost  of  supplying  and  supervising  a home  help,  a district 
nurse,  meals  on  wheels,  possibly  laundry  services  together  with 
difficulties  arising  from  unsuitable  accommodation  problems  must 
be  considerable.  Where  problems  arise  your  Medical  Officer,  the 
District  Welfare  Officer  and  the  Home  Help  Organiser  may  be  in 
frequent  consultation. 

In  all  this,  a great  burden  is  carried  by  friendly  neighbours  who 
do  a tremendous  job  and  receive  little  gratitude  or  sympathy. 
Even  they  would  carry  on  longer  and  cheerfully  in  their  care  if  more 
support  was  available  at  local  level. 

Many  old  people  are  very  conscious  indeed  of  the  burden  they 
impose  and  put  up  with  all  sorts  of  things  which  they  should  not 
have  to  do.  Sometimes  a National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of 
Cruelty  to  Old  People  would  have  been  helpful. 

In  the  end  we  all  muddle  through.  Rather  sad  if  one  lives  to  be  99 
years  old. 

Incontinence 

With  increasing  age  the  muscles  controlling  the  outlets  of  the 
bladder  and  rectum  may  become  weakened,  damaged  or  unreliable. 
The  result  is  leaking  of  urine  or  faeces  or  both.  This  may  only  happen 
under  stress  or  only  in  bed  at  night.  It  may  be  a little  or  a lot. 

In  a two  storey  house  with  an  upstairs  lavatory  or  an  outside 
lavatory,  resort  may  be  made  to  a bucket.  The  increasing  numbers 
of  journeys  to  the  lavatory  becomes  too  exhausting. 

The  next  stage  may  be  the  dribble  with  consequent  increase  in 

smell. 

Many  of  these  problems  are  eased  and  confidence  may  be  gained 
by  the  use  of  incontinence  pads.  These  are  in  the  form  of  a pad  which 
can  be  used  in  bed  or  in  the  form  of  pants  which  can  be  worn  whilst 
mobile.  Washing  of  clothes  and  bedding  is  much  reduced. 

These  pads  can  be  obtained  through  the  County  Council  Home 
Nursing  Service. 

The  following  suggestions  regarding  disposal  of  these  pads  was 
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circulated  in  February,  1964. 

“Burning  is  difficult  if  not  impossible.  It  is  suggested  that  the 
used  pad  is  placed  in  a plastic  bag,  air  expressed  and  the  bag 
sealed — by  string,  wire  or  knotting  the  fabric.  Ihis  bag  should  be 
placed  in  a larger  disposable  paper  or  plastic  bag  and  stored  in  a 
cool  place  such  as  a coal  house. 

When  arrangements  are  being  made  to  supply  the  pads  the 
person  concerned  should  get  in  touch  with  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector  at  the  Public  Health  Department  of  the  Authority 
concerned  to  arrange  collection  of  the  stored  used  pads.  It  is 
suggested  that  this  should  take  place  each  week  when  refuse  is 
collected.  It  will  be  necessary  for  someone  to  indicate  where 
storage  takes  place.  Additional  collections  may  be  arranged  if 
necessary. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  plastic  bags  and  storage  disposable 
bags  be  supplied  at  the  same  time  as  incontinence  pads”. 

There  should  be  greater  appreciation  of  this  problem  with 
sympathy  and  assistance  in  the  solution. 

Meals  on  Wheels  Service 

This  service  continues  to  supply  meals  each  week  to  some  of  those 
in  need.  2,838  meals  were  supplied  during  the  year. 

Luncheon  Clubs 

Proposals  for  the  promotion  of  a luncheon  club  at  Swanwick  were 
put  forward  by  the  Swanwick  Old  People's  Welfare  Association. 

Arrangements  were  well  in  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  a 
successful  start  was  made  in  January,  1965. 

This  type  of  club  enables  older  people  to  meet  together  and  have 
good  meals.  The  club  then  encourages  further  activities. 

An  interesting  development  was  the  supply  of  meals  from  a nearby 
school  canteen.  Children  from  the  school  help  in  serving  the  meals. 
In  addition  they  visit  in  the  neighbourhood  and  do  small  jobs  for 
people  in  difficulties. 

This  work  is  done  by  children  from  the  Special  School  at  the 
Delves,  Swanwick.  It  is  one  of  their  successful  social  activities. 
Many  people  have  been  involved  in  starting  this  club. 

More  of  these  clubs  are  needed  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  successful 
example  will  encourage  others  to  do  the  same. 

Retirement  Courses 

Occasionally  one  hears  of  retirement  courses  being  held.  This  is  a 
useful  preparation  for  a long  and  happy  old  age.  It  has  been  said 
that  thought  should  be  given  to  this  between  30  and  40  years  of  age. 

Laundry  Service  for  Foul  Linen 

Equipment  was  installed  at  the  Hostel  Site  (Warden  Scheme) 
Bungalows  but  is  used  mainly  by  the  bungalow  dwellers. 

Chiropody  Service 

This  service  for  the  old  or  disabled  and  those  with  a medical 
certificate  is  based  on  sessions  at  the  County  Clinic  in  Grange  Street, 
Alfreton,  by  appointment. 
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Persons  in  need  of  Care  and  Attention — National  Assistance  Act, 

1948-1957 

No  action  was  taken  under  this  Act. 

SWIMMING  BATHS 

The  Alfreton  Lido  had  a most  successful  year.  The  splendid 
summer  contributed  towards  this. 

Samples  of  water  from  the  main  pools  were  satisfactory.  The 
paddling  pool  samples  were  at  times  unsatisfactory.  Alterations  are 
being  made  and  more  satisfactory  results  are  anticipated. 

HOME  SAFETY 

The  Alfreton  and  Ripley  Home  Safety  Committee  continued  to 
meet  regularly  and  discuss  many  matters  of  interest.  Resolutions 
are  sent  up  to  the  Area  Committee  at  Nottingham. 

Successful  poster  competitions  amongst  the  schools  have  been 
organised. 

Attention  was  drawn  to  the  use  of  Improvement  Grants  for  making 
safer  and  more  convenient  homes. 

Home  Safety  is  considered  by  many  to  be  “just  common  sense”. 
Some  eight  thousand  deaths  each  year  with  thousands  of  injuries 
is  a clear  indication  that  “sense”  requires  training  and  is  not  very 
“common”. 

Visits  to  homes,  offices  and  many  public  places  indicates  the 
thoughtlessness  of  the  designer,  the  occupier  or  owner.  The  dark 
staircase,  the  absent  handrail  in  houses,  the  frayed  electric  flex 
(“Oh,  the  cat  always  does  that!”)  the  kettles  and  the  pans  without 
insulated  handles,  the  windows  which  stick  on  opening  are  only  a 
few  of  the  sources  of  possible  injury. 

Efficient  equipment  is  usually  safe  equipment.  The  “Annual  Home 
Overhaul”  should  be  the  time  to  list  equipment  needing  replacing. 
The  amount  of  equipment  now  possessed  by  the  average  housewife 
is  considerable  and  must  receive  attention  if  it  is  to  continue  to  be 
used  efficiently  and  safely. 

It  is  too  late  when  the  house  is  burnt  down  to  decide  to  renew  that 
flex. 

The  fitting  of  electric  flexes  and  plugs  constantly  gives  rise  to 
concern.  Very  often  indeed  the  cable  is  not  secured  at  all  by  the 
proper  plug  fitment.  It  is  surprising  that  many  more  accidents  are 
not  reported  because  of  failure  of  the  flex.  One  would  wish  that  the 
standard  13  amp  fuse  was  not  always  fitted  but  one  of  suitable  size 
for  the  appliance. 

Safety  legislation  might  well  include  a reference  to  baths  and  the 
provision  of  a suitable  handle  to  grasp. 

Staircases  often  have  only  one  handrail.  For  the  ordinary  person 
this  is  probably  adequate.  The  arthritic  person,  a person  with  only 
one  good  arm  and  those  with  other  defects  including  temporary 
incapacity  need  a rail  on  each  side  of  the  staircase. 
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It  is  not  good  enough  to  say  “well  if  you  need  two  we  can  install 
two”.  Houses  are  designed  to  minimum  standards.  The  staircase  is 
too  narrow  for  two  handrails.  Plentiful  provision  of  ground  floor 
accommodation  or  accommodation  reached  by  a lift  will  overcome 
much  of  this  difficulty. 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH’S  OFFICE 

The  office  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  at  Alfreton  serves 
Alfreton,  Heanor  and  Ripley  Urban  District  Councils  and  Ilkeston 
Borough  Council.  In  addition  the  Medical  Officer  is  also  an  Assistant 
County  Medical  Officer  with  the  Derbyshire  County  Council. 

The  Borough  and  each  District  is  dealt  with  entirely  separately. 
This  combination  of  posts  is  an  ideal  one.  It  presents  many  oppor- 
tunities for  liaison  and  co-operation. 

I have  to  thank  the  County  Medical  Officer  and  the  many  members 
of  his  Staff  who  have  helped  and  advised  me  during  the  year.  The 
pleasant  relationship  existing  is  much  appreciated  and  helps  a great 
deal  in  our  mutual  interests. 

FOOD  POISONING 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  in  the  District  nor  was 
any  suspected  case  notified  for  investigation. 

CLEAN  FOOD 

During  the  year  comments  were  made  about  the  reasons  for  not 
smoking  when  handling  food. 

The  main  reason  being  the  carriage  of  disease  from  the  lips  and 
mouth  of  the  smoker  on  the  fingers  to  the  food  being  handled.  Add 
to  this  the  risk  of  cigarette  ash  and  cigarette  ends  in  the  food  and 
odour  contamination. 

Smoking  is  a most  unsatisfactory  habit. 

Protective  clothing  worn  on  food  premises  not  only  protects  the 
person’s  own  clothing  but  protects  food  from  the  person’s  clothing. 

White  coats  are  worn  because  they  are  easily  noticed  if  dirty,  are 
smart,  tidy,  and  give  a good  appearance.  Coloured  coats  whilst 
more  striking,  often  conceal  dirt. 

Propaganda  relating  to  food  poisoning,  flies  and  dustbin  lids  was 
used. 

The  increase  in  sales  of  prepared  foods,  sliced  meats  and  many 
open  foods  make  an  appreciation  of  the  dangers  of  bad  food  handling 
very  important. 

Breathing  and  coughing  over  open  food,  handling  with  the  fingers 
food  for  immediate  consumption  must  be  regarded  as  near  criminal 
acts  and  likely  to  result  in  illness. 

1 he  situation  is  worse  because  many  people  take  these  foods  home 
and  store  them  in  refrigerators  for  indefinite  periods.  In  addition 
refrigei atois  vary  considerably  in  the  temperature  maintained. 
1 he  presence  and  growth  of  organisms  is,  therefore,  unpredictable. 
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The  work  done  by  organisations  like  the  St.  John  Ambulance 
Brigade  and  the  British  Red  Cross  Association  in  running  food 
hygiene  courses  must  be  given  the  greatest  encouragement. 

One  hopes  that  domestic  science  teachers  will  give  proper  emphasis 
to  this  very  important  part  of  their  task. 

It  is  interesting  to  watch  the  staff  in  food  shops  serving  their 
customers.  The  efficient  use  of  “no  touch  techniques"  requires 
constant  use  to  be  satisfactory.  It  is  a delight  to  watch  the  skilled 
performer,  the  real  craftsman. 

Many  of  us  are  saved  many  unpleasant  abdominal  upsets  by  the 
sale  of  prepacked  food.  The  dirty  hands,  the  grimy  fingernails 
sometimes  seen  are  prevented  from  performing  the  work  of  a 
poisoner  by  modern  wrapping  materials. 

In  spite  of  these  depressing  pictures  there  are  many  good  clean 
shops  in  the  town  and  handling  can  be  excellent.  The  clean,  bright, 
cheerful  shops  are  a vast  improvement  on  those  of  many  years  ago. 

CLEAN  AIR 

Discussions  and  comments  continued  during  the  year  on  the 
various  aspects  of  clean  air. 

Domestic  Smoke 

This  is  the  source  of  air  pollution  in  the  town.  Some  householders 
have  installed  equipment  which  does  not  produce  smoke  on  the 
grounds  of  convenience,  cleanliness  and  overall  efficiency. 

It  is  always  surprising  to  note  the  apportionment  of  expenditure 
in  the  home.  The  cost  of  a washing  machine,  a refrigerator,  a tele- 
vision set  and  a vacuum  cleaner  are  considered  normal  expenditure 
in  most  homes.  This  might  be  about  £150— £200.  Yet  a sitting  room 
grate  is  installed  costing  £2 — £3.  This  appliance,  only  25%  efficient, 
has  tons  of  coal  at  perhaps  £10  per  ton  heaped  into  it  during  the  year. 

Is  this  because  the  average  housewife  has  no  practical  education 
in  organising  the  running  cost  of  a home?  Does  her  husband  allow 
her  to  improve  her  working  conditions? 

Can  a pensioner  obtain  an  allowance  to  improve  his  home  for 
older  age? 

Cigarette  Smoking 

The  connection  between  cigarette  smoking  and  lung  cancer  and 
chronic  bronchitis  is  generally  recognised. 

The  “will”  to  take  action  is  weak.  Occasionally  the  man  or  woman 
with  a cough  cuts  down  cigarette  smoking  or  stops  and  experiences 
surprise  when  the  cough  is  relieved. 

The  provision  of  more  non-smoking  accommodation  and  the 
vigorous  requests  of  non-smokers  for  clean  air  should  produce  a 
more  healthy  environment  for  those  who  are  not  bent  on  suicide. 

Vehicle  exhaust  fumes 

These  create  rivers  of  evil  smelling  air  in  our  streets.  The 
movement  of  traffic  helps  to  disperse  them  but  there  are  oily 
deposits  on  vehicles  and  surrounding  objects. 
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Control  rests  with  the  Ministry  of  Transport  Inspectors,  the  Police 
and  public  pressure,  and  of  course  the  user  of  the  vehicle. 

PUBLIC  OFFICES 

The  Council  Offices  are  divided  between  two  sites  and  accom- 
modation is  over-occupied. 

The  many  other  public  offices,  Ministry  of  National  Insurance, 
Ministry  of  Labour,  County  Council  Children’s  Officer,  County 
Council  Mental  Health  Officers,  County  Council  District  Welfare 
Officer  are  scattered  over  a considerable  area. 

A purpose  built  centre  easily  accessible  from  a bus  station  would 
be  of  great  benefit  to  a town  which  hopes  to  develop  into  a much 
larger  centre. 

NOISE 

It  is  necessary  to  remember  bad-neighbourly  noise.  Often  party 
walls  in  homes  are  badly  designed  and  family  noises  disturb  neigh- 
bours. Once  a house  is  built  little  can  be  done  to  reduce  noise  trans- 
mission except  for  reduction  at  source.  This  is  always  the  best 
solution  but  one  cannot  live  in  silence.  “Do  it  yourself’’  journals 
constantly  have  letters  on  this  subject. 

Often  the  obvious  comment  is  that  the  basic  design  of  the  building 
was  unsatisfactory. 

HEALTH  EDUCATION 

During  the  year  the  poster  board  campaign  continued  as  in 
former  years  to  bring  various  topics  before  the  public.  Sometimes 
we  had  our  own  posters  printed. 

Circulars  and  leaflets  were  distributed  to  organisations  and  talks 
given  when  requested. 

Much  of  the  work  is  still  done  “person  to  person’’  and  this  is 
sometimes  most  effective. 

Teaching  and  training  in  Health  Education  is  a continuous  one. 
The  staff  at  the  County  Clinic  do  a great  deal  of  this.  Films,  leaflets 
and  posters  are  used. 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  building  of  houses  since  the  war  and  the  present  pail  closet 
conversions  (there  were  over  1,000  pail  closets  a few  years  ago) 
has  tended  to  bring  water  supply  problems.  Old  mains  at  considerable 
depths  are  another  problem. 

The  South  Derbyshire  Water  Board  is  tackling  this  problem  by 
laying  various  new  mains  which  will  end  that  “Monday  morning’’ 
and  other  drops  in  water  pressure. 

The  provision  of  new  industries  with  the  closing  of  the  coal  mines 
also  brings  a need  for  increased  water  supplies. 

REINSTATEMENT  OF  ROADS 

I his  remains  unsatisfactory  for  lengthy  periods  after  laying  of 
sewers  and  other  supplies.  The  modern  method  appears  to  be  to 
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allow  the  vehicle  to  bash  the  surface  back  into  the  holes. 

It  is  very  surprising  that  no  accidents  have  been  reported  due  to 
damage  from  some  of  the  holes  or  from  vehicles  swerving  to  avoid 
them.  Cyclists  and  motor  cyclists  would  appear  to  be  at  special  risk. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  each  year  the  amount  of  traffic  is  increasing, 
noticeable  are  heavier  lorries  and  longer  vehicles. 

This  has  its  effect  on  roads  built  for  lighter  traffic. 

Any  progress  in  building  by-passes  or  re-routing  some  of  the 
traffic  would  bring  benefit  to  the  shopping  centres  by  reducing 
traffic,  reducing  fumes  and  reducing  noise. 

Proper  reinstatement  would  reduce  some  of  the  noise.  The  use  of 
silenced  road  drills  would  be  of  great  benefit. 

The  noise  in  a main  street  has  been  bad  recently.  On  another 
occasion  a Headmaster  had  to  arrange  for  work  on  the  road  to  cease 
when  the  noise  interfered  with  work  in  the  school. 

Little  effort  appears  to  be  made  to  control  this  source  of  noise. 

MOUNTAIN  AND  CAVE  RESCUE 

Reports  of  persons  inadequately  equipped  or  trained  proceeding 
on  hill  walks  and  exploring  caves  led  to  some  discussion  at  a Public 
Health  Committee  Meeting. 

The  cost  of  rescue  and  the  inconvenience  to  many  people  in 
spending  a great  deal  of  time  in  rescue  efforts  has  led  to  great 
improvements  in  organisation. 

The  booklet  published  by  the  Mountain  Rescue  Committee,  Hill 
House,  Cheadle  Hulme,  Stockport,  Cheshire  at  l/6d.  was  circulated 
to  interested  members. 

The  needs  of  walkers,  climbers  and  cave  explorers  are  much  better 
understood  by  many  more  people  as  a result  of  publicity  and 
training  courses  during  the  last  year. 

One  still  reads  of  parties  in  difficulties  as  a result  of  their  own 
inexperience  and  lack  of  proper  appreciation  of  conditions. 

Rescue  groups  appear  to  be  frequently  called  upon.  People  must 
gain  experience  and  adventure  but  many  of  them  would  not  be  alive 
to  adventure  a second  time  without  the  expert  and  tireless  work  of 
well  equipped  rescue  teams. 

We  hope  that  no  difficulty  is  experienced  by  rescue  teams  in 
obtaining  necessary  equipment  or  in  its  replacement  whenever 
necessary. 

INDUSTRY 

The  predominant  industry  for  very  many  years  in  Alfreton  and 
District  has  been  coal  mining. 

Very  few  years  ago  many  school  leavers  wished  to  follow  their 
fathers  into  the  mines.  Now  it  is  rare  to  find  a school  leaver  making 
this  choice.  Often  it  is  father  who  has  found  a job  outside  the  mines 
and  wishes  he  had  done  so  years  ago.  These  men,  whose  families 
had  been  miners  for  generations,  find  that  a life  outside  the  mining 
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industry  has  a considerable  number  of  advantages. 

As  this  change  goes  on  more  work  for  men  is  required.  Many 
factories  use  female  labour.  There  is  room  for  a few  men  here  and 
there. 

Progressive  educational  methods,  where  school  leavers  see  for 
themselves  others  at  work  and  take  higher  educational  courses, 
make  children  look  out  for  posts  that  interest  them  as  well  as  pay 
them.  Not  only  this  but  they  go  further  afield  for  their  education 
and  for  their  jobs. 

Unless  posts  requiring  intelligence  and  training  become  established 
more  of  the  able  children  will  continue  to  work  elsewhere. 

The  result  will  be  a further  decline  in  the  population.  A local 
brain  drain. 

Whilst  much  planning  needs  to  be  done  much  action  is  also  needed. 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS. 


General  Statistics. 

Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,957 

Population  (estimated)  ...  ...  ...  22,830 

Population  per  acre  ...  ...  ...  4-6 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  ...  ...  7,591 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  £596,053 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  ...  ...£2,349 

Live  Births  registered  ...  ...  ...  353 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent,  of  total  live  births  3-7 
Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  ..  ...  15-5 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  (comparability  factor,  1-06)...  16-4 

Birth  Rate,  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  18*4 

Still  Births  registered  ...  ..  ...  4 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Births  (live  and  still)  ..  11-2 

Still  Birth  Rate,  England  and  Wales  ...  16-3 

Deaths  registered  ...  ...  254 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  ...  11-1 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  (comparability  factor,  1-14)  12-7 

Death  Rate,  England  and  Wales  ..  ...  11-3 

Maternal  Deaths  (pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion)  — 
Maternal  mortality  rate  (per  1,000  live  and  still  births) 
Maternal  mortality,  England  and  Wales  ...  0-25 

Infant  Deaths  (under  1 year  of  age)  ...  10 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  live  births  ...  28-3 

Infant  mortality,  England  and  Wales  ...  20-0 

Infant  Deaths  (legitimate)  under  1 year  of  age  ...  10 

Infant  mortality  per  1,000  live  births  legitimate  29#4 

Infant  Deaths  (illegitimate)  under  1 year  of  age  ...  — 

Infant  mortality  per  1,000  live  births  illegitimate  — 

Infant  Deaths  (under  4 weeks  of  age)  ...  7 

Neonatal  mortality  per  1,000  live  births  ...  19-8 

Neonatal  mortality,  England  and  Wales  ...  13-8 

Infant  Deaths  (under  1 week  of  age)  ...  5 

Early  neonatal  mortality  per  1,000  live  births  ...  14*2 

Perinatal  Deaths 

(stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1 week  of  age)  ...  9 

Perinatal  mortality  (per  1,000  live  and  still  births)  25-2 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  from: 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  ...  ...  0*044 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory,  England  and  Wales  0*047 

Tuberculosis,  other  forms  ...  ...  — 

Tuberculosis,  other  forms,  England  and  Wales  ...  0*006 

Cancer  of  Lung  and  Bronchus  ...  ...  0*4,38 

Cancer  of  Lung  and  Bronchus,  England  and  Wales  0*535 

Cancer,  other  forms  ...  ...  ...  1*489 

Cancer,  other  forms,  England  and  Wales  ...  1*674 
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Table  1.  Births 


Births 

M. 

Legitimate 

F. 

Total 

Illegitimate 
M.  F.  Total 

Live 

• • • 

173 

167 

340 

2 11  13 

Still 

• • • 

3 

1 

4 

— — — 

Table  2.  Stillbirths.  1954-64. 


Rate  per 

Rate  Per 

thousand  Births 

thousand  Births 

Year 

Number  ( Live  and  Still) 

Year 

Number  (L 

ive  and  Still ; 

1954 

7 

17*3 

1960 

12 

32-4 

1955 

13 

37-4 

1961 

9 

26-9 

1956 

7 

18-5 

1962 

7 

20-8 

1957 

11 

26-5 

1963 

6 

16-8 

1958 

7 

20*2 

1964 

4 

1 1*2 

1959 

9 

24-9 

Table  3.  Infant  and  Perinatal  Mortality. 


Legitimate  Illegitimate 


Infant  deaths 

M. 

F. 

Total  M.  F.  Total 

Under  one  year  of  age  ... 

3 

7 

10  — — — 

Under  four  weeks  of  age 

2 

5 

7 _____ 

Under  one  week  of  age  ... 

1 

4 

5 — — 

Perinatal  deaths 

4 

5 

9 — — 

Table  4.  Comparative  Tables  - 1954-1964. 


Population 
Year  ( estimated ) 


1954  ... 

1955  ... 

1956  ... 

1957  ... 

1958  ... 

1959  ... 


1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 


23,370 

23,430 

23,480 

23,680 

23,190 

23,480 

23,460 

23,110 

23,050 

23,020 

22,830 


Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate 

{per  1,000  of 

{Per  1,000  of 

population) 

Population) 

17*0 

10-6 

14*3 

9*1 

15-8 

10*3 

17-1 

11*6 

14-7 

10*3 

15-0 

10  7 

15-3 

10-3 

141 

10*6 

14*6 

1 1*6 

15-3 

11*1 

15-5 

111 

21 

Infant 

Mortality 

Rate 

{per  1,0G0 
live  births ) 

22*7 

26- 9 
24-8 
24-8 
17-7 
34-0 
19-5 

27- 6 
32*6 
14*2 
28*3 


• • • 


Table  5. 


Causes  of  Death 


M 

F 

Tot  a 

1 Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  ... 

1 

— 

1 

2 Tuberculosis,  Other 

— 

— 

— 

3 Syphilitic  Disease 

— 

— 

” 

4 Diphtheria 

_ 

— 

5 Whooping  Cough 

— 

, 

— 

6 Meningococcal  Infections  ... 

- 

T 

— 

7 Acute  Poliomyelitis 

■ 

— 

8 Measles 

■ 

— 

9 Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

10  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

1 

5 

6 

11  „ ,,  Lung,  Bronchus 

10 

— 

10 

12  ,,  ,,  Breast 

— 

3 

3 

13  „ „ Uterus 

14  Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic 

3 

3 

Neoplasms 

14 

8 

22 

15  Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

— 

— 

— 

16  Diabetes 

1 

2 

3 

17  Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  ... 

14 

14 

28 

18  Coronary  Disease,  Angina  ... 

32 

21 

53 

19  Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

2 

2 

4 

20  Other  Heart  Disease 

14 

28 

42 

21  Other  Circulatory  Disease ... 

7 

5 

12 

22  Influenza 

— 

23  Pneumonia 

7 

9 

16 

24  Bronchitis 

1 1 

2 

13 

25  Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

1 

1 

2 

26  Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

2 

— 

2 

27  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

1 

1 

2 

28  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ... 

— 

— 

29  Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

— 

30  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

— 

— 

31  Congenital  Malformations  .. 

2 

1 

3 

32  Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases 

8 

10 

18 

33  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  ... 

2 

— 

2 

34  All  Other  Accidents 

5 

2 

7 

35  Suicide 

— 

2 

2 

36  Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 

— 

— 

All  Causes 

135 

119 

254 

22 


Table  6.  Tuberculosis,  1964. 


Age 

Periods 

New  Cases 

Non- 

Respiratory  respiratory 
M F M F 

Deaths 

N on- 

Respiiatoiy  respirator} 
M F M F 

Under  one  year 
1 — 

" - 

- . 

■■■  ' ■ 

5— 

10— 

15  — 

25  — 

45— 

65  and  upwards 

1 — — 

1 

— — — ■' 

Total 

i 

1 — — 

1 — — — 

Table  7.  Tuberculosis  Notifications,  1954  - 1964. 

Non- 


Year 

Respiratory 
M F 

Total 

Respiratory 
M F 

Total 

Grand 

Total 

1954 

— 

— 

10 

— 

— 

1 

11 

1955 

2 

5 

7 

— - 

— 

— 

7 

1 956 

6 

2 

8 

1 

3 

4 

12 

1957 

15 

3 

18 

— 

1 

1 

19 

1958 

7 

2 

9 

— 

1 

1 

10 

1959 

13 

2 

15 

— 

1 

1 

16 

1960 

4 

1 

5 

1 

— 

1 

6 

1961 

4 

3 

7 

— 

— 

— 

7 

1962 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1963 

3 

1 

4 

3 

1 

4 

8 

1964 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 
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Table  8. 

Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  During  the  Year  1964 

Age  Groups 
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Table  9. 

Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  Year  1964. 

Seasonal  Incidence 
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Table  10. 

Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 

1954  - 1964 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1961. 

Part  1 of  the  Act. 

1.  Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (in- 
cluding inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors)  :- 


Number 

on 

I nspec- 

Number  of 
written 

Occupiers 

Premises 

register 

tions 

notices 

prosecuted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec- 
tions 1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities... 

4 

3 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  ... 

10! 

48 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex- 
cluding out-workers’  pre- 
mises) 

7 

2464 

1 

Total 

112 

2515 

1 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 

No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were — No.  of  cases 

Particulars  Found 

Remedied 

in  which 

referred  prosecutions 

to  H.M,  by  H.M.  were 

1 Inspector  Inspector  instituted 

(1)  (2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  ...  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 

temperature  (S.3)  — 





_____ 

__ 

Inadequate 

ventilation  (S.4)  — 

______ 

Ineffective  drainage 

of  floors  (S.6)  — 

Sanitary 

conveniences  (S.7)  — 

(a)  Insufficient  ...  — 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective  2 

2 

2 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes  — 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork)... 

Total  2 

9 

— 

2 

— 
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OUTWORK 


Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  and  privilege  to  submit  to  you  my  twenty- 
fourth  Annual  Report,  in  the  thirty-first  year  of  my  service  with  the 
Council. 

As  in  previous  years  the  report  for  the  year  1964  has  been 
compiled  in  accordance  with  Circular  1/65  dated  11th  January,  1965 
and  the  Public  Health  Officers’  Regulations  1959,  Regulation  5(5) 
and  Regulation  15(5). 

In  particular,  information  is  requested  with  regard  to: — 

1.  Water  supply. 

2.  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

3.  Common  Lodging  Houses. 

4.  Health  Education. 

5.  Factories  Acts,  1937  to  1959. 

Paragraph  5 of  the  Circular  17/55,  dated  23rd  November,  1955, 
requests  the  inclusion  of  the  revised  tabular  statement  suggested 
for  the  provision  of  information  about  the  post-mortem  inspection 
of  animals  in  slaughterhouses. 

Paragraph  5 of  Circular  19/56  dated  11th  December,  1956, 
requests,  amongst  other  things,  that  reports  should  include  a 
reference  to  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations.  This  reference  should 
contain  an  indication  of  any  prosecutions,  citing  the  regulation (s) 
under  which  they  were  taken. 


Legislation  introduced  during  the  Year. 

By  the  inclusion  of  this  item  in  the  annual  review  Local 
Authority  representatives  can  be  kept  fully  informed  of  the  new 
statutes  under  which  their  Public  Health  Officers  are  operating 
including  Statutory  Instruments  and  important  Circulars  authorising 
procedure. 


S.I.  1964 

19 

141 

191 

Cir.FSH 

2/64 

Ministry 
Ministry 
Circ.  No. 
Circ.  No. 


Title  Date  of 

Commencement 

Meat  ( Treatment ) Regulations,  1964  ..  23/1/64 

Poisons  (Fluoro acetamide  & Fluoroaceta- 
milide)  Rules,  1964.  . . . . . . 7/2/64 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act, 

1963  (Commencement  No.  1)  Order,  1964  10/2/64 
Public  Health  ( Imported  Food)  Regulations 

1937  and  1948  France:  official  Certificate  17/2/64 
of  Public  Building  and  Works, 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government . 

1/64 

11/64  Building  Control  28/2/64 
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Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 

Circ.  No.  3/(53  Civil  Defence — Care  of  Homeless.  . . 17/2/64 

Circ.FSH  3/(54  Milk  and  Dairies  [Gen.)  Regulations, 

1959.  Approved  Chemical  Agents.  . . . . . . 6/4/64 

Circ.FSH  4/64  Public  Health  ( Imported  Food)  Regu- 
lations, 1937,  1948,  Singapore  . . . . . . 28/4/64 

Circs.  FSH .4/64  Public  Health  ( Official  Certificates) 

Roumania  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  21/5/64 

6/64  „ „ „ „ U.S.A.  27/5/64 

Circ. No.  25/64.  Public  Cleansing  Costing  Returns, 

1963-64  29/5/64 

Circ.FSH.  8/64  Public  Health  ( Imported  Food)  Regu- 
lations, 1937  & 1948  ( Official  Certificates)  Austria.  . 5/6/64 

Circ.FSH  9/64  Dried  Milk  Regulations,  1964  . . 18/6/64 

S/I  No.  1964 

964  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act, 

1963  (Exemption  No.  1)  Order  1964  Offices,  Shops  & 

Railway  Premises  Act,  1963  Sec.  45.  . . . . 1/8/64 

965  Washing  Facilities  Regulations,  Offices, 

Shops  & Railway  Premises  Acts,  1963.  . . . . 1/1/66 

966  Sanitary  Conveniences  Regulations,  1964  1/1/66 

970  Offices,  Shops  & Railway  Premises  ( First 

Aid),  Order,  1964  1/9/65,  1/12/64 

971  Prescribed  dangerous  Machines  Order, 

1964  1/12/64 

Draft  offices  at  Building  Operations  (First 
Aid)  Regulations,  1964  . . . . 1/12/64 

1045  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act, 

1963  (Commencement  No.  2)  . . . . 7/7/64 

(C.13)  Order  1964  26/6/64 

FSH.  10/64  Public  Health  Imported  Food  Regulations,  1937,  1948 

Argentine,  Brazil,  Paraguay,  and  Uraguay,  as  at  14/3/52,  10/6/38, 
25/7/38,  17/10/38. 

Circ.  41/64  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 

Housing  Act,  1964.  . . . . . . . . . . 20/7/64 

S.I.  No. 

1231  O.S.R.P.  Act,  1963  (Ex.  No.  2)  Order  . . 1/8/64 

1247  ,,  ,,  (Annual  Reports)  Order  13/8/64 

1289  Food  Regulations,  1964  . . . . . . 15/8/64 

1321  O.S.R.P.  Act,  1963  (First  Aid)  Regulations, 

1964  1/12/64 

1322  Offices  at  Building  Operations  (First  Aid) 

Regulations,  1964..  ..  ..  ..  1/12/64 

S.I.  No. 

1323  Offices  in  Electric  Stations  (First  A id),  1964  1/12/64 

FSH.  13/64  Slaughterhouses  (Meat  Inspection  Grant) 

Regulations,  1958  . . . . . . . . . . 31/7/64 
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FSH.  12/64  Milk  and  Dairies  (Gen.  Regulations) 
Approved  Chemical  Agents.  . . . . 

FSH.  14/64  Min.  Hydrocarbons  in  Food  Regulations , 

1964. 

Circ.  46/64  Housing  Act,  1964  Sec.  95.  Amendment  of 
Clean  Air  Act. 

Circ.  51/64  Housing  Act,  1964.  Private  Houses  in 
Multiple  Occupation. 

Circ.  53/64  Housing  Act,  1964  Part  II  Compulsory 

Improvements 

Part  III  Assistance  for 

Improvements 

Circ.  59/64  Housing  Act,  1964  ( Registration  of  Orders) 
Rides,  1964 

FSH.  16/64  Public  Health  Imported  food  regulations, 
1948.  Official  Certificates  Ethiopia 

Brazil 
Argentine 
New  Zealand  . . 
Australia 
Hong  Kong 
Brazil 

U.S.A 

Austria 

FSH. 21/64  Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations, 
1959  Approved  Chemical  Agents. 

Ministry  of  Housing  & L.G. 

Circ.  60/64  Clean  Air  Act,  1956 
Housing  Act,  1964 
Designation  of  Direct  Acting 
Electric  Space  Heaters 
Ministry  of  Health 

Circ.  22/64  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 
Procuring  Samples  of  Drugs 
Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act,  1964. 

Riding  Establishments  Act,  1964 


6/8/64 


14/8/64 

31/8/64 

15/9/64 

15/9/64 

21/9/64 
1937,  10/9/64 
10/9/64 
16/9/64 
18/9/64 
6/10/64 
22/10/64 
11/11/64 
9/12/64 
11/12/64 
31/12/64 

4/11/64 

18/12/64 


1/12/64 

1/12/64 


Housing. 

Due  to  circumstances  over  which  there  was  no  departmental 
control  there  has  been  little  progress  in  Slum  Clearance  during  the 
year.  Clearance  Areas  have  been  again  out  of  the  question;  Improve- 
ment Schemes  too  have  been  ruled  out.  I have,  however,  done  every- 
thing possible  to  clean  up  derelict  sites,  where  demolition  of  indi- 
vidual houses  has  taken  place.  In  some  instances  default  procedure 
has  been  invoked. 


Staffing  of  the  Department 

Based  on  my  experience  over  the  years  I am  of  the  opinion 
that  to  adequately  cope  with  the  work  and  provide  continuity  of 
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inspections  to  accommodate  staff  sickness  and  holidays,  a staff  of 
three  qualified  Inspectors  is  the  absolute  minimum,  in  fact  four  will 
be  found  to  be  necessary  when  the  new  slaughterhouse  is  operative 
in  the  spring  of  1965. 

I can  visualise  in  the  immediate  future  Alfreton  being  a centre  of 
Meat  inspection  comparable  with  Nottingham,  Derby,  Chesterfield, 
Sheffield  and  Leeds.  I have  been  inundated  with  requests  to  train 
butcher  Meat  Inspectors  in  the  practical  aspects  of  Meat  Inspection 
to  qualify  them  to  sit  for  the  Special  Meat  Certificate  of  the  Royal 
Society  of  Health.  I have  no  doubt  that  the  Fatstock  Marketing 
Corporation  would  permit  your  Inspectors  to  undertake  this  work 
if  they  were  willing  to  carry  out  such  training,  and  accept  this 
additional  burden.  I must,  however,  point  out  that  the  theoretical 
part  of  this  training  is  given  at  either  Nottingham  or  Sheffield  and 
the  Public  Health  Inspectors  giving  this  training  are  paid  for  their 
services.  In  my  view  they  are  the  people  to  give  the  practical 
training  unless  a portion  of  the  fee  is  to  be  paid  to  Inspectors  on  the 
staff  of  this  authority.  Otherwise,  I am  of  the  opinion  that  the 
further  education  authorities  should  arrange  for  a comprehensive 
course  of  training  including  the  theoretical  to  be  given  in  Alfreton 
with  the  practical  training  being  given  over  a specified  number  of 
hours  per  week  at  the  abattoir  at  Swanwick.  This  would  enable 
students  to  carry  out  the  requirements  of  200  hours  practical  meat 
inspection  to  qualify  them  to  sit  for  the  examination. 

My  second  Assistant,  Mr.  C.  Haskey  terminated  his  appointment 
on  the  18th  November,  1964,  and  it  was  under  circumstances  of 
great  duress  that  Mr.  Wells  and  I held  the  fort  and  inspected  no 
less  than  10,000  carcases  during  the  heaviest  period  of  the  year 
between  18th  November,  1964  and  the  15th  February,  1965.  The 
surprising  fact  was  that  only  one  of  us  was  absent  for  one  day  owing 
to  sickness,  otherwise  the  services  of  either  a Veterinary  or  Meat 
Officer  would  have  been  necessary  to  cope  with  the  volume  of  work. 
This  would  have  necessitated  paying  the  inflated  charges  levied 
under  the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations  which  are  out  of  all  pro- 
portion to  the  salary  paid  to  resident  inspectors  engaged  on  this 
work.  Overtime  was  called  for  during  this  period  every  other  night, 
and  every  other  weekend  for  myself  and  Assistant.  The  ‘kill'  reached 
a new  ceiling  of  over  41,000  carcases. 

The  Fatstock  Marketing  Board  will  require  the  services  of  at  least 
one  full  time  Meat  Inspector  when  the  new  premises  are  completed. 

Water  Supply 

I record  my  thanks  to  the  Resident  Engineer  of  the  South  Derby- 
shire Water  Board  for  his  co-operation.  All  complaints  received  and 
passed  on  to  the  Board  received  prompt  attention. 

Smoke  Control 

I have  been  very  disappointed  not  to  have  realised  my  ambition 
to  introduce  the  first  Smoke  Control  Area.  Sometime  in  the  not  too 
distant  future  the  spirit  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  may  be  infused  into 
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the  fanatics  who  are  opposed  to  Clean  Air,  inspired  either  from 
prejudice,  selfishness  or  self-interest.  It  was  unfortunate  that  the 
shortage  of  smokeless  fuel  occurred  following  the  great  freeze-up 
in  the  early  months  of  1963.  This  certainly  assisted  the  opponents 
of  the  Clean  Air  Act  to  delay  progress  in  this  field  of  environmental 
health. 

L o ng-serving  Councillors 

Again  for  the  record  books  I would  refer  to  the  retirement  of 
Councillor  H.  Bradshaw  who  first  came  on  to  the  Council  in  1938 
and  Councillor  G.  H.  Cowham  (1946).  The  former,  who  unfortunately 
passed  away  later  in  the  year,  gave  many  years  service  to  this 
Council  as  Chairman  of  the  Housing  Committee  and  the  latter  as 
Chairman  of  the  Survey  Committee.  Neither  sought  re-election. 
Councillor  A.  McGregor  a'so  retired  after  giving  15  years  service  to 
this  Council.  He  had  been  most  active  in  the  sphere  of  Civil  Defence 
in  which  he  is  also  professionally  engaged.  He  was  Chairman  of  the 
Civil  Defence  Committee  lor  many  years.  All  fully  deserved  the 
whole-hearted  tributes  paid  to  them  by  Councillors  and  Officers  alike. 

It  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  record  once  again  the  happy  atmosphere 
existing  between  all  members  of  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health 
Department.  Team  work  has  been  the  key-note,  and  I have  always 
endeavoured  to  carry  at  least  an  equal  share  of  the  work  in  addition 
to  the  over-all  responsibility.  I pay  tribute  to  the  devoted  members 
of  my  staff  who  have  over  the  years  assisted  me  in  whatever  success 
the  department  has  achieved.  I refer  particularly  to  my  Assistants, 
Messrs.  G.  T.  Hayes,  (now  at  Arnold  U.D.C.),  B.  Wells,  C.  Haskey, 
and  R.  Lander.  To  Mr.  T.  A.  Smith,  my  loyal  Foreman,  who  has 
supported  me  in  good  times  and  bad.  He  has  shared  the  burden  of 
keeping  the  dustbins  emptied,  the  Tip  and  Depot  clean,  and  the 
outdoor  staff  as  happy  and  comfortable  as  possible  whilst  carrying 
out  their  arduous  yet  vital  and  essential  service.  I thank  each  member 
of  the  staff  for  his  contribution.  Finally  to  the  charming  and  so 
efficient  lady  members  of  the  staff  over  the  years,  Mrs.  June  Hill, 
Miss  K.  Pinchbeck,  Mrs.  D.  Tomlinson,  Mrs.  B.  Skripec,  Miss  M. 
Boston,  Mrs.  L.  Day  and  Miss  J.  Clarke,  and  Mr.  G.  Bunting.  A 
special  word  of  thanks  to  the  present  clerical  staff  including  a 
welcome  to  Mr.  R.  W.  Lander,  a second  Additional  Public  Health 
Inspector,  who  joined  the  staff  in  February,  1965. 

hinally  I thank  the  Councillors  past  and  present  for  their  confidence 
and  support  accorded  me,  not  only  during  the  past  year  but  since 
I took  up  my  appointment  1st  September,  1934. 

ERNEST  MERCER, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 

COMPLAINTS,  1964 

The  following  list  has  been  extracted  from  the  Complaints  Book. 
Every  complaint  received  is  recorded  and  a visit  and  enquiry  made 
into  the  ciicumstances.  Ihe  officer  making  the  enquiries  initials 
the  Complaint  Book  accordingly. 
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Absence  of  Water  Supply  . . . . . . 17 

Burst  Pipes  25 

Choked  Drains  . . . . . . . . . . 51 

Dampness  to  houses  . . . . . . . . 53 

Defective  boiler  lids  . . . . . . . . 4 

brickwork  . . . . . . . . 7 

brickwork  to  fireback  . . . . . . 8 

concrete  . . . . . . . . l 

ceiling  plaster  . . . . . . . . 23 

chimney  stacks  and  pots  . . . . 9 

coal  accommodation  . . . . . . 4 

cooking  range  . . . . . . . . 5 

doors  . . . . . . . . . . 18 

door  frames  . . . . . . . . 11 

door  furniture  . . . . . . . . 4 

drains  . . . . . . . . . . 13 

dustbins  . . . . . . . . 67 

eavesgutters  . . . . . . . . 17 

flashings  to  chimney  stacks  . . . . 8 

floors  . . . . . . . . . . 6 

hot  water  system  . . . . . . 2 

iron  covers  to  inspection  chambers  . . 3 

outside  decoration  . . . . . . 2 

oven  cheeks  . . . . . . . . 5 

pan  closets  . . . . . . . . 15 

paving  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

pointing  to  brickwork  . . . . 32 

rainwater  downspouts  . . . . 9 

ridge  fillets  . . . . . . . . 2 

rising  main  . . . . . . . . 2 

roofs  . . . . . . . . . . 30 

sinks  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

sink  waste  pipes  . . . . . . 6 

wall  . . . . . . . . . . 7 

wall  plaster  . . . . . . . . 30 

wash  hand  basin  . . . . . . 1 

W.C.  cisterns  . . . . . . . . 16 

W.C.  pedestals  . . . . . . . . 17 

W.C.  seats  . . . . . . . . 12 

windows  . . . . . . . . . . 29 

window  cords  . . . . . . . . 20 

window  frames  . . . . . . 23 

window  furniture  . . . . . . 2 

Articles  lost  in  Salvage  . . . . . . . . 3 

Foreign  substances  in  food  . . . . . . 5 

Hedges  in  need  of  trimming  . . . . . . 1 


Carried  forward  631 
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Brought  forward 

631 

Leaking  cesspools 

• • • • 

1 

Noise  nuisances 

4 

Obnoxious  smells 

32 

Offensive  accumulation  of  refuse  . . 

12 

Salvage  not  collected 

19 

vSmoke  nuisances 

15 

Dustbins  not  emptied 

47 

Vermin:  Ants 

8 

beetles 

9 

mice 

15 

rats 

47 

Wasps 

2 

Caterpillars 

5 

Miscellaneous 

125 

Wild  cats 

8 

Pigeons 

1 

Cricket 

1 

Total  . . . . 982 


I am  firmly  of  the  opinion  that  the  good  reputation,  and  the 
efficiency  of  the  department  which  has  been  established  over  the 
years,  has  been  built  up  as  a result  of  the  speed  with  which  each 
complaint  has  been  dealt  with. 

I have  impressed  this  fact  upon  my  staff  throughout  my  period 

of  service,  and  I express  the  hope  that  this  will  be  the  case  in  the 
future. 


Public  Health  Acts,  1936-1961 
Part  2 — Sanitation  and  Buildings 

A ^7  ^sistant,  Mr-  Wells,  the  Surveyor  and  his  Assistant,  Mr. 

. radley  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the  excellent  progress  made 
on  the  second  stage  of  the  Sewage  Scheme  and  at  the  time  of  writing 
this  report  the  Swan  wick  Sewage  Works  is  practically  completed. 

lad  hoped  that  by  the  time  I retired  I would  have  abolished  the 
last  of  the  pail  closets,  again  this  was  not  to  be.  However  full 
details  of  the  progress  made  in  the  Conversion  Scheme  in  consequence 
of  the  Sewerage  Scheme  have  been  recorded  elsewhere.  I sincerelv 
hope  that  when  the  Alfreton  portion  of  the  scheme  has  been  com- 
P fed  that  the  Council  will  not  lose  sight  of  the  domestic  premises 
outside  the  limits  of  the  sewers,  and  do  everything  possible  to  ensure 
that  every  household  enjoys  the  benefit  of  the  water  closet,  even  if 

resorted  to"21  C°St  °f  pr0Vldlng  sePtlc  tank  or  cesspool  has  to  be 

Statutory  notices  were  served  and  legal  proceedings  threatened 
concerning  defects,  dampness,  and  unhealthy  conditions  existing  at 
b domestic  premises  situated  in  different  parts  of  the  Urban  District 
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In  every  district  there  is  to  be  found  that  unscrupulous  type  of 
property  owner  who  will  not  carry  out  his  or  her  obligations  to 
tenants.  Unfortunately  in  my  experience  it  is  usually  the  good  tenant 
with  a clean  house  and  a clear  rent  book  who  has  to  suffer. 


INFORMATION  SUPPLIED  TO  COUNTY  MEDICAL  OFFICER. 


In  February  1965  the  following  information  was  extracted 
from  the  register  kept  in  my  department  and  submitted  to  the 
County  Medical  Officer  at  his  request  for  inclusion  in  his 
Annual  Report  for  1964:- 
General  Departmental  Administration  :- 


No.  on 

Increase 

Inspectic 

Register 

or  decrease 

made 

Bakehouses 

4 

0 

15 

Common  lodging  houses 

1 

0 

3 

Dairies  (D.C.C.) ... 

0 

0 

0 

Factories  and  workplaces  ... 

116 

+ 6 

54 

Houses  let  in  lodgings 

0 

0 

0 

Ice  cream  premises — 
(a)  Manufacturers 

1 

0 

8 

(b)  Dealers 

78 

+ 4 

20 

Market  stalls  (Stallholders) 

40 

0 

543 

Milk  distributors  (D.C.C.) 

0 

0 

0 

Moveable  dwellings  sites  ... 

0 

0 

0 

Offensive  trades 

0 

0 

0 

Outworkers 

47 

+ 18 

0 

Preserved  food  stores 

67 

+ 2 

322 

Offices,  Shops  and 

Railway  premises  ... 

197 

0 

9 

Slaughterhouses — 

(a)  Public  Abattoirs 

0 

0 

0 

(b)  Private  Abattoirs  ... 

7 

0 

2464 

Knackers’  yards 

0 

0 

0 

Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Area. 


House  and  trade  refuse  : 

Portable  ashbins  in  use  and  emptied  by  the  Council  ... 
Premises  visited  for  collection  of  trade  refuse  under 
agreement 

Premises  visited  for  collection  of  salvage 
Night  soil : 

Pail  closets  emptied  by  Council  weekly 
Pail  closets  emptied  by  Council  twice  weekly 
Closet  sumps  emptied  by  Council 
Cesspools  emptied  by  Council 
Water  closets  in  area 
Conversions  : 

Pail  closets  converted  to  water  carriage  system  during 
the  year 


8805 

35 

196 

140 

148 

0 

62 

7063 


215 
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In  the  year  1934  the  following  information  was  given  : — 


Number  of  Privies  ...  ...  •••  74 

Pail  Closets  ...  ...  ...  •••  2,539 

Water  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,420 

Slop  Closets  (Duckets)  ...  ...  ...  41 

Ashpits  (open  and  covered)  ...  ...  947 

Number  of  Ashbins  (not  stated) 


It  will  be  noted  that  considerable  progress  has  been  made  in 
the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  area  during  my  service  with 
the  Council.  In  fact,  I set  myself  as  a first  priority,  the  task  of 
abolishing  the  rat-ridden  open  ashpits  in  Codnor  Park,  Ironville 
and  Golden  Valley.  The  war  intervened  when  I had  abolished 
all  except  136  of  the  entire  947.  Immediately  controls  were 
removed  the  offensive  was  continued  and  the  last  ashpit  dis- 
appeared when  dustbins  were  again  freely  obtainable  after  the 
war. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936.  Section  75  (1).  Dustbins. 

The  system  of  replacing  defective  dustbins  is  as  follows  :- 
Defective  bins  are  reported  by  refuse  collectors.  A letter  is 
then  sent  to  the  owner  requesting  replacement  of  the  defective 
bin.  After  a lapse  of  a reasonable  time,  a Statutory  Notice  is 
served  on  the  owner  giving  him  28  days  in  which  to  provide 
same.  One  Statutory  Notice  was  served  during  the  year. 

The  unsatisfactory  containers,  viz.  : wash-tubs,  oil-drums, 
etc  , made  their  unwelcome  appearance  from  time  to  time  and 
such  premises  were  visited  and  the  substitute  receptacle  ulti- 
mately replaced. 

366  New  dustbins  were  provided  at  136  private  premises,  210 
council  houses  and  20  other  council  premises.  54  Preliminary 
Notices  and  one  Statutory  Notice  were  served. 

SEWERAGE  SCHEME— CONVERSION  OF  PAILS  TO  WATER 

CLOSETS.  PARTS  1 and  2 

I am  extremely  pleased  to  be  in  the  happy  position  of  reporting 
on  the  excellent  progress  made  in  the  first  and  second  stages  of  the 
three-part  comprehensive  sewerage  scheme  for  the  district.  Work 
on  conversions  has  proceeded  steadily  in  the  parishes  of  Ironville, 
Golden  Valley,  Pyebridge  and  Riddings,  and  also  following  the 
completion  of  Stage  two  in  Somercotes  and  Swanwick.  As  a result 
we  have  made  a determined  bid  to  convert  from  the  conservancy 
system  to  the  water  borne  scheme  many  of  the  unsatisfactory  pail 
closets. 

In  this  connection  I would  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the 
energy  and  enthusiasm  put  into  this  task  by  my  first  Assistant,  Mr. 
Brian  Wells,  with  the  assistance  and  co-operation  of  Mr.  A.  Bradley, 
the  Resident  Engineer.  A word  of  appreciation  and  thanks  is  also 
due  to  Mr.  J.  A.  Atkinson-Clark,  the  Estate  Agent,  Mr.  Geo.  Green, 
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Foreman,  and  the  various  workmen  in  the  Estate  Department  of 
the  Butterley  Company  Limited  for  the  excellent  progress  made  in 
converting  properties  to  the  water  carriage  system. 

By  mutual  common  sense  and  co-operation  many  snags  and 
difficulties  have  been  surmounted,  sometimes  with  the  collaboration 
of  colleagues  in  the  Finance-Legal  and  Survey  Departments  to 
whom  I am  also  indebted. 

Everything  possible  has  been  done  to  carry  out  the  conversions 
as  quickly  and  smoothly  as  possible,  and  to  avoid  legal  proceedings. 
The  latter  can  prove  not  only  costly,  but  can  involve  considerable 
loss  of  valuable  time.  Individual  Councillors  have  on  occasion,  tried 
to  stampede  us,  perhaps  understandably,  due,  no  doubt,  to  a lack 
of  appreciation  of  the  problems  involved.  The  vast  amount  of 
administrative  work  to  be  done,  site  inspections,  specifications, 
bills  of  quantities,  arguments  with  owners,  builders,  tenants  etc., 
all  requiring  tact,  patience,  and  I may  say  ingenuity.  In  some  few 
cases  our  powers  of  persuasion  have  failed  and  statutory  action 
has  had  to  be  threatened  under  Section  47  Public  Health  Act  1936. 
In  some  cases  default  procedure  will  be  involved.  In  other  cases 
where  occupiers  have  been  so  heavily  committed  that  a new  burden 
created  difficulties  in  payment  the  Council  have  agreed  to  carry 
out  the  work  and  recover  costs  by  installments.  I think  we  can 
justifiably  claim  to  have  done  a satisfactory  job  in  abolishing  a 
colossal  number  of  unsatisfactory  pail  closets. 

Unsatisfactory  Sink  Waste  Drainage. 

When  we  realised  that  we  were  nearing  the  completion  of  the 
Conversions  of  pail  closets,  we  commenced  a scheme  of  abolishing 
all  open  sink  waste  drains  connected  to  the  old  brick  culverts  dis- 
charging into  the  River  Erewash.  The  scheme  involves  connecting 
all  sink  waste  gullies  to  the  new  sewer  by  4"  glazed  stoneware  drains 
and  abolishing  the  existing  unsatisfactory  drainage  channels.  We 
hope  to  complete  the  scheme  by  mid-summer  of  1965.  The  late 
Councillor  Fred  Lee,  one  time  Chairman  of  the  Survey  Committee 
for  two  or  three  decades,  always  acclaimed  Codnor  Park  and  Iron- 
ville  as  the  healthiest  part  of  the  district,  when  he  heard  Dr.  Sydney 
Bingham’s  monthly  report  statistics  read  out.  What  a proud  and 
happy  man  he  would  be  today  if  he  could  stroll  round  the  district 
and  note  the  improvements,  e.g.  the  improved  appearance  of  the 
property,  re-roofing,  external  decoration  and  the  provision  of  water 
closets.  The  village  now  only  awaits  improved  road  conditions  to 
become  a veritable  festival  village,  and  let’s  admit  it,  before  the 
war  it  was  nothing  but  a glorified  slum.  Shockingly  maintained 
property,  open  channel  drainage,  unpaved  approaches,  open  rat- 
ridden  ashpits.  The  only  redeeming  feature  was  the  warm-hearted 
friendliness  of  the  people,  who  certainly  deserved  something  better. 
We  are  at  last  fulfilling  that  duty. 
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Filthy  or  Verminous  Premises  or  Articles  and  Verminous  Persons. 

Many  infestations  of  cockroaches,  ants,  silverfish  and  wasps  were 
dealt  with  on  request,  the  occupiers  paying  the  cost  of  the  materials 
used. 

Notice  was  served  on  one  person  to  cleanse  a filthy  house  and  to 
tidy  up  a very  neglected  garden.  The  nuisance  was  abated  and  legal 
proceedings  avoided. 

Department  of  Scientific  & Industrial  Research. 

(Forest  Products  Research  Laboratory) 

I am  indebted  to  the  department  for  identifying  the  following 
specimens  for  me  during  the  year. 

An  interesting  specimen  of  a badly  decomposed  fruit  body  of  a 
wood-rotting  fungus  upon  which  insect  larvae  were  feeding,  was 
brought  to  my  attention  by  the  Groundsman  of  Alfreton  Welfare. 
The  Director  of  the  Forest  Products  Research  Laboratory  identified 
the  specimen  and  gave  advice  which  I passed  on  to  the  Surveyor 
who  is  in  charge  of  the  pleasure  grounds. 

NUISANCES.  Part  3. 

Systematic  inspection  of  the  district  is  carried  out  for  the 
detection  of  nuisances.  It  will  be  noted  that  54S  visits  and  inspec- 
tions have  been  made,  974  defects  were  noted  and  10  legal  notices 
were  served. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Council  and  I co-operate  to  obviate  Court  pro- 
ceedings if  at  all  possible,  every  opportunity  being  given  to  a de- 
faulting owner  or  individual  to  carry  out  his  or  her  obligations  before 
legal  proceedings  are  taken. 

NOISE  NUISANCES 

We  have  been  remarkably  free  of  complaints  of  noise  nuisances. 
The  firms  operating  in  the  area  are  to  be  congratulated  for  their 
co-operation  in  this  respect.  The  only  complaint  received  was  in 
respect  of  a Klaxon  Horn  being  sounded  to  the  annoyance  of  local 
residents.  Its  use  was  promptly  discontinued  by  the  firm  in  question 
on  representations  being  made  to  them. 

ERMINE  MOTH  CATERPILLARS 

During  the  month  of  April  evidence  of  an  infestation  by  the 
Ermine  Moth  Caterpillar  was  noted  on  Hawthorn  hedges  on  the 
Preston  Avenue  Council  Estate.  Publicity  was  given  to  the  fact 
that  all  householders  were  advised  to  purchase  insecticide  from  the 
Public  Health  Department  for  the  spraying  of  hedges.  Warning 
was  given  to  householders  that  failure  to  take  steps  to  deal  with 
the  infestation  might  have  serious  repercussions. 

In  consequence  54  pints  of  insecticide  were  purchased  by  Council 
House  tenants.  Considerable  publicity  was  given  to  this  infestation 
last  year  and  the  steps  taken  to  deal  with  it.  Enquiries  were  received 
from  other  authorities  asking  for  information.  It  would  appear  that 
the  infestation  has  been  more  widespread  than  was  at  first  thought. 
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CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956 


Smoke  Control  Areas 

Prior  to  the  Estimates  Meeting  in  January  I raised  the  question 
of  including  £3,000,  which  would  include  the  employment  of  a 
Technical  Assistant,  in  the  1964-65  Estimates  to  cover  the  cost 
of  my  first  Smoke  Control  Area.  A similar  request  had  been  rejected 
in  the  three  previous  years. 

Local  Industry 

Local  industrialists  are  to  be  congratulated  on  their  co-operation 
with  the  department  over  the  years  which  has  resulted  in  a decided 
improvement  in  the  level  of  air  pollution  from  industrial  under- 
takings. 

Following  the  threat  of  legislation  the  practice  of  scrap  recovery 
from  burning  cable  by  the  open  fire  method  has  been  discontinued 
at  the  premises  of  a scrap  metal  merchant. 

Prior  Approval  for  Boiler  Plant 

Several  applications  for  prior  approval  of  boiler  plant  have  been 
received,  considered  and  recommendations  made. 

Black  Areas  and  National  Society  for  Clean  A ir. 

In  March  the  Society  issued  a statement  to  all  local  authorities 
in  the  “Black  Area”  of  which  my  Council  is  one,  urging  them  to 
press  on  with  the  establishment  of  Smoke  Control  areas.  My  Council 
resolved  the  statement  be  received! 

East  Midland  Division  of  National  Society  for  Clean  A ir. 

N.E.  Derbyshire  Consultative  Committee  for  Clean  Air. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  Councillor  M. 
Hewitt  and  I attended  the  meetings  of  the  Society  and  the  local 
consultative  Committee  during  the  year.  We  found  these  meetings 
most  interesting  and  instructive.  It  is  however  a little  embarrassing 
when  one  cannot  report  progress  in  the  establishing  of  smoke 
control  areas. 

Smoke  Measuring  Instruments. 

Daily  records  have  been  kept  and  submitted  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research.  I offer  my  thanks 
to  my  staff  who  have  assisted  me  at  week-ends  on  a rota  sys- 
tem, and  have  made  it  possible  to  maintain  a daily  uninterrup- 
ted record  of  the  measurement  of  atmospheric  pollution  by 
the  volumetric  method.  The  instruments,  one  situated  in  the 
centre  of  Somercotes  and  the  other  situated  at  the  office  in  the 
central  area  of  the  town,  are  both  set  up  with  equipment  to 
make  records  of  sulphur  dioxide  concentrations  by  the  volu- 
metric method.  To  be  of  value  the  records  of  pollution  have  to 
be  regular  and  reliable.  (See  Statistic  Details). 
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DAILY  SMOKE  FILTER 


December 
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The  amount  of  the  deposited  matter  is  indicated  at  the  one  station  within  the  District 
estimation  of  the  sulphur  in  the  atmosphere  determined  by  the  Lead  Peroxide  Method. 


Part  9.  Common  Lodging  Houses.  Sections  235-248. 

There  is  only  one  common  lodging  house  in  the  area.  This 
is  frequently  visited  and  is  well-kept  by  the  owner,  Mr.  W.  Davis, 
under  his  personal  supervision.  The  rooms  are  clean,  well 
ventilated,  and  the  walls  and  ceilings  are  painted  to  facilitate 
cleansing  at  prescribed  intervals.  Cooking  facilities  and  wash- 
ing accommodation  are  satisfactory,  all  beds  are  clean  and 
comfortable. 

Instruction  is  afforded  to  Student  Public  Health  Inspectors 
and  this  is  one  of  the  Public  Health  Services  we  can  show  to 
colleagues  who  do  not  have  a Common  Lodging  House  in  their 
district. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  South  Derbyshire  Water  Board  became  the  water  auth- 
ority for  this  district  as  and  from  March,  1961.  I have  to  ex- 
press my  thanks  to  the  Water  Board  and  in  particular  the 
Resident  Chief  Engineer  for  the  prompt  attention  given  to 
complaints  made  to  the  department  of  inadequate  pressure,  etc 

The  following  samples  were  taken  and  submitted  for  bacter- 


iological  examination. 

Bad. 

Flourine 

Colliform . 

Coli.  Type  1 

P/P/M. 

Alfreton  — 

— 

Not  done 

Swanwick  — 

— 

j j j 5 

Lindway  Reservoir  — 

— 

0-5 

Homesford  — 

— 

0‘55 

Derwent  Valley  — 

— 

0-25 

Alfreton  Lido 

In  May  the  Alfreton  Lido  was  opened  and  during  the  season  no 
less  than  132,305  persons  used  the  pool  between  the  17th  May  and 
11th  October. 

Apart  from  the  regular  routine  samples  taken  by  the  Baths 
Superintendent,  Mr.  E.  Hopkins,  we  took  samples  weekly  from  the 
Diving,  Swimming  and  Paddling  Pools  respectively.  All  proved 
to  be  satisfactory. 

Flow  Test  Records 

Flow  tests  were  made  by  the  Water  Board  at  the  following 
premises: — 

Fairview,  Grange  Street,  Alfreton. 

The  Lilacs,  Grange  Street,  Alfreton. 

1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  & 6 George  Street,  Alfreton. 

175  Nottingham  Road,  Alfreton. 

113  Prospect  Street,  Alfreton. 

34,  36,  38  Nottingham  Road,  Somercotes. 

51,  52,  53  Leabrooks  Road,  Somercotes. 

10,  11  & 14  Spring  Road,  Riddings. 
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Watercourses,  Ditches  and  Ponds. 

As  the  work  progresses  on  the  new  sewerage  scheme,  complaints 
are  gradually  being  obviated.  The  third  phase  of  the  scheme  will 
eliminate  the  flooding  at  Alfreton  Welfare  from  the  Inspection 
Chamber  near  the  Tennis  Courts.  Similarly  in  Watchorn  Park  and 
one  or  two  other  trouble  spots  after  torrential  rain. 

Itinerant  Scrap  Metal  Collectors 

The  old  trouble  we  had  with  the  gypsy  type  scrap  metal  merchants 
arose  again.  On  the  last  occasion  it  happened  in  the  central  area  of 
the  town,  on  this  occasion  the  nuisance  occurred  on  a piece  of  land 
adjoining  the  accommodation  road  from  Lower  Birch  wood  to  South 
Normanton.  In  collaboration  with  the  Police  from  South  Normanton 
and  Riddings  together  with  my  colleagues  from  Blackwell  R.D.C. 
by  sheer  persistence  we  cleared  them  from  our  districts. 

Inspection  of  Offices.  (Workplaces). 

Routine  visits  have  been  made  to  offices  and  workplaces.  All 
inspected  have  been  well  maintained.  No  complaints  have  been 
received  from  office  or  non-industrial  employees  with  regard  to 
adverse  conditions. 

In  routine  inspection  our  attention  has  been  focused  on  the 
provision  of  suitable  and  sufficient  accommodation  and  toilet 
facilities  for  the  use  of  both  sexes,  satisfactory  heating,  also 
lighting  and  ventilation  arrangements.  In  general  a very  high 
standard  has  been  reached. 

These  inspections  in  the  future  will  be  carried  out  under  the 
new  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act. 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  and  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963. 

Early  in  the  year  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises 
Act,  1963  was  brought  into  force.  The  requirements  of  the  Act 
are  to  secure  the  registration  of  premises  and  routine 
inspections.  A general  survey  of  all  premises  to  which  the  Act 
relates  is  being  undertaken.  This  has  placed  an  additional 
burden  on  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  and  it 
is  quite  certain  that  additional  technical  staff  will  have  to  be 
recruited  to  assist  your  Inspectorate  in  this  work. 

A detailed  Inspection  Sheet  was  drawn  up  in  the  absence  of 
official  guidance  on  this  subject  and  a copy  of  this  sheet  was 
sent  to  the  Legal  and  Parliamentary  Committee  of  the  Public 
Health  Inspectors’  Association  for  their  consideration.  This 
form  is  being  used  in  our  survey  of  premises  for  which  the 
local  authority  is  responsible. 

Steady  progress  was  being  made  with  the  survey  until  mid- 
November  when  I lost  the  services  of  my  2nd  Additional  Public 
Health  Inspector,  Mr.  C.  Haskey. 

The  following  are  the  details  submitted  to  the  Ministry  as 

our  first  Annual  Returns 
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Table  A 


Registrations  and  General  Inspections 


N umber  of  regist- 

Number of 

Total  number 

ered  premises 

premises 

of  registered 

receiving  a general 

registered  during 

premises  at 

inspection  during 

Class  of  premises 
0) 

the  year 
(2) 

end  of  year 
(3) 

the  year 

4 

Offices 

33 

33 

— 

Retail  shops  ... 
Wholesale  shops,  ware- 

141 

141 

9 

houses 


5 


Catering  establishments 
open  to  the  public, 
canteens  ...  ...  17 

Fuel  storage  depots  ...  1 


Table  B 

Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  inspectors  to  registered 

premises — 9 


Table  C 


Analysis  of  persons  employed  in  registered  premises  by 

workplace 


Class  of  Workplace 
(1) 

Offices 
Retail  Shops 

Wholesale  departments,  ware- 
houses 

Catering  establishments  open 
to  the  public 
Canteens 

Fuel  storage  depots 

Total 


Number  of  persons  employed 
(2) 


261 

552 


40 


78 


5 


936 


Total  Males  358 


Total  Females  578 
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32  Retail  shops 

33  Wholesale  shops,  warehouses  ... 

34  Catering  establishments  open  to 

public,  canteens 

35  Fuel  storage  depots 
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Table  E — Prosecutions 


Prosecutions  instituted 


Section  of  Act 
or  title  of  Regulation 
or  Order 


of  which  the  hearing  was  completed 


in  the  year 

No.  of 
persons  or 
companies 
prosecuted 


No.  of 

informations 

laid 


No.  of 

informations 
leading 
to  a 

conviction 


N I L 


No.  of  complaints  (or  summary  applications) 

made  under  section  22  NIL 

No.  of  interim  orders  granted  ...  ...  NIL 


Table  F — Inspectors 

No.  of  inspectors  appointed  under  Section  52  (1)  or  (5) 

of  the  Act  3 

No.  of  other  staff  employed  for  most  of  their  time  on 

work  in  connection  with  the  Act  Nil 


Places  of  Public  Entertainment. 

Public  Health  ( Amendment ) Act,  1890,  Section  51 . 

Circular  120,  Ministry  of  Health. 

Two  visits  have  been  made  to  places  of  public  entertain- 
ment. There  are  three  cinemas  in  this  district  as  follows 

Odeon  Theatre,  Alfreton  (closed  demolition  pending). 
Empire  Theatre,  Alfreton. 

Premier  Theatre,  Somercotes  (closed). 

Somercotes  Empire  is  now  a Roller  Skating  Rink  and  has 
proved  to  be  a very  popular  innovation. 

There  are  four  halls  where  public  dances  are  held 
Astoria  Ballroom,  Alfreton(closed). 

Drill  Hall,  Alfreton. 

Somercotes  Church  Hall. 

Leabrooks  Miners’  Welfare,  Leabrooks. 

Alfreton  Arts  Centre,  Chesterfield  Road,  Alfreton  is  also 
occasionally  used  for  this  purpose,  but  in  the  main  for  Meetings, 
Concerts,  etc.,  arranged  by  the  Arts  Council. 

There  are  excellent  facilities  at  Alfreton  Miners’  Welfare  for 
Bingo  Sessions,  etc. 

Licensed  Premises. 

There  are  41  licensed  premises  in  the  urban  area,  situated  as 
follows:  Alfreton  17,  Somercotes  9,  Leabrooks  2,  Pye  Bridge  1, 
Ironville  1,  Golden  Valley  1,  Swanwick  4 and  Biddings  6. 

Plans  are  regularly  deposited  with  the  Local  Authority  for 
the  improvement  of  toilet  facilities  on  licensed  premises.  In 
many  cases,  work  of  improvement  has  been  carried  out.  In 
others,  work  was  in  progress  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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Notice  is  taken  of  the  remarks  of  the  Licensing  Justices  at 
Brewster  Sessions  in  February  each  year. 

Routine  inspections  are  made  to  ensure  compliance  with  the 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955  and  1960  Acts. 

Rodent  Control. 

The  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act , 1949. 

The  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  ( Threshing  and  Dismantling 

of  Ricks)  Regulations , 1950. 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Order , 1943 , and  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  Circulars . 

Two  meetings  of  the  Derbyshire  Rodent  Control  Workable 
Area  Committee  were  held  at  the  Town  Hall,  Long  Eaton,  on 
27th  May,  when  Mr.  E.  G.  Hill,  Northern  Area  Chemists  of  the 
Infestation  Control  Laboratory  gave  an  address  on  “How 
Pesticides  are  approved  for  Safety  in  Britain,”  and  at  Buxton 
Town  Hall,  on  8th  October,  when  a symposium  under  the  title 
of  Planning  for  Rodent  Control  was  given.  The  following 
speakers  took  part : — 

Planning  in  a Municipal  Borough — Mr.  R.  Cruddas,  Chief  Pub- 
lic Health  Inspector, Buxton. 
Planning  in  an  Urban  District — Mr.  E.  Mercer,  Chief  Public 

Health  Inspector,  Alfreton. 

Planning  in  a Rural  District — Mr.  R.  Clarkson,  Chief  Public 

Health  Inspector.  Blackwell. 

Both  meetings  were  well  attended  and  the  papers  and  dis- 
cussion reached  a high  standard. 

The  thanks  of  the  Department  are  extended  to  the  Infestation 
Branch  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  for 
the  excellent  service  they  provide  in  this  field. 

The  department  is  responsible  for  a continuous  effort  to  con- 
trol the  rodent  and  other  pest  nuisancesarising  in  the  district. 
78  such  complaints  were  received  and  satisfactorily  dealt  with, 
in  the  main  from  householders  living  near  poultry  keepers. 
Our  tips  are  all  worked  by  controlled  tipping  methods.  Daily 
inspections  are  made  by  the  Rodent  Operator  of  the  tips  and 
their  surroundings  and  evidence  of  an  infestation,  however 
small,  is  quickly  noticed,  and  the  necessary  action  taken.  Legal 
proceedings  were  not  required  and  it  is  pleasing  to  record  that 
all  owners  and  occupiers  of  property  are  usually  most  anxious 
to  co-operate  in  the  eradication  of  rats,  mice  and  other  vermin. 

I would  like  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  co-operation  of 
the  Infestation  Division  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisher- 
ies and  Food,  Nottingham,  and  also  to  the  Pest  Control  Depart- 
ment, for  their  valuable  assistance  in  dealing  with  complaints 
received  re  rabbits  and  other  pests  under  their  control.  A 
special  word  of  thanks  to  Miss  B.  Jones  and  to  Mr.  Oates. 

There  are  no  serious  infestations  in  farms,  and  we  can  usually 
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rely  on  the  co-operation  of  the  farmers  in  the  district  to  prevent 
minor  infestations  becoming  major.  If  they  neglected  to  do  so, 
they  could  be  involved  in  serious  financial  loss. 

Sewer  treatments  were  carried  out  at  the  prescribed  intervals, 
as  were  treatments  to  all  Council-owned  undertakings  such  as 
sewerage  works,  tips  and  depots.  We  received  numerous  com- 
plaints from  householders  and  others  re  wasps’  nests  last 
summer.  Other  infestations  by  ants,  silver-fish  and  the  like, 
were  all  promptly  and  efficiently  dealt  with  by  Mr.  T.  A.  Smith, 
the  Depot  Foreman  and  Rodent  Operator,  who  deserves  a word 
of  commendation  for  his  painstaking  attention  to  this  work.  I 
cannot  speak  too  highly  of  his  interest  and  services  in  this  field 
of  our  activities  over  the  years. 

The  following  work  under  this  heading  has  been  carried  out 


by  the  Department:  — 

First 

Seaond 

treatment 

treatment 

Alfreton 

80 

76 

Somercotes  ... 

10 

40 

Leabrooks 

7 

7 

Pye  Bridge  ... 

4 

4 

Swanwick 

15 

20 

Riddings 

21 

21 

Codnor  Park  ... 

9 

15 

Golden  Valley 

1 

1 

147 

184 

Total  ...  331 

Sewage  works.  All  sewage  works  have  been  visited  during  the 
year  and  the  following  have  received  treatment  :- 

Alfreton  3 Riddings  — Codnor  Park  — 

Somercotes  — Swanwick  1 Birchwood  1 

Highfields  1 Newlands  — Pye  Bridge  1 

After  treatment  no  further  activity  was  noticeable. 

62  visits  have  been  made  to  sewage  works  and  Council  prem- 
ises and  27  treatments  given  ; 266  visits  were  made  to  Council 
houses,  etc.  and  94  treatments  given  ; 245  visits  were  made  to 

private  houses,  95  treatments  given ; 98  visits  were  made  to 
business  premises  and  52  treatments  given. 

Total  number  of  visits  made  during  the  year  :- 

Sewer  inspection  chambers 

Council  houses,  etc. 

Private  houses 

• • • • • • 

Business  premises 

Other  visits,  including  farms  during 
threshing  operations  ... 


1243 


634 

266 

245 

98 

20 
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Refuse  tips  and  salvage  depots  are  under  constant  observation. 

Farm  Survey.  Fifteen  farms  were  surveyed  for  rats  and 
mice  during  the  year.  It  is  quite  obvious  that  combined 
harvesting  has  had  the  effect  of  minimising  the  number  of 
infestations  on  farm  premises. 

Housing. 

I stated  last  year  and  I repeat  that  as  a department  responsible 
for  Slum  Clearance,  we  feel  very  disheartened  and  dissatisfied  at 
the  continued  delays,  frustration  and  lack  of  progress  in  this  im- 
portant field  of  environmental  hygiene.  We  have  a colossal  prog- 
ramme ahead  of  us.  We  dealt  with  the  12  houses  on  the  Firs 
extension  which  were  available  during  the  early  part  of  the  year  for 
Slum  Clearance  re-housing.  We  can  anticipate  another  lull  in  the 
Slum  Clearance  Scheme,  unless  the  Council  decide  to  allocate  some 
of  the  houses  in  the  ‘Houses  for  Sale’  scheme. 

I am  sorry  I have  not  been  able  to  enthuse  over  this  scheme,  I 
think  this  type  of  scheme  should  have  been  the  last  to  adopt,  when 
we  had  solved  the  problem  of  the  tenants  living  in  slum  properties, 
in  substandard  houses,  and  those  patient  people  on  the  General 
Waiting  List. 

Housing  Act,  1957. 

During  the  year  the  following  work  has  been  carried  out 

With  state 

Houses  erected  : assistance  Unaided  Total 


(a)  by  local  authority  ...  ...  — - 30  30 

(b)  by  other  bodies  and  persons  ...  — 21  21 

Houses  under  erection  : 

(a)  by  local  authority  ...  ...  52  52 

(b)  by  other  bodies  and  persons  ...  — 18  18 

Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  : 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Act  11A  72)  ...  278 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dan- 
gerous or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  •••  6 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  action  (formal  or  informal)  by  the  local 
authority  ...  ...  ...  •••  26 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  demolition 
orders  were  made 


Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 
demolition  orders 

Number  of  persons  displaced  ... 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  under- 
takings were  accepted 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  where  undertakings  have  been 
accepted  that  have  become  empty 
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Number  of  persons  displaced  ...  ...  ...  0 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  under- 
takings were  determined  ...  ...  ...  0 

Number  of  premises  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders 

were  made  . . ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  applications  for  improvement  grants  approved 

by  the  Council  (houses  involved)  ...  ...  50 


The  following  table  summarises  the  four  quarterly  returns  made 
to  the  Ministry  during  1964. 


Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  and  Unfit  Houses  Elsewhere, 

Return  for  the  Year  1964. 


A--Houses  Demolished 

Houses 

Displaced  during  year — 

demolished 

Persons 

Families 

In  clearance  areas 
Not  in  clearance  areas  : 

0 

0 

0 

(4)  As  a result  of  formal  or 

informal  procedure  under 
Sect.  1 7 ( 1 ) Housing  Act, 

1957 

42 

41 

17 

C --  Unfit  houses  made  fit  and  houses  in  which 

defects  were  remedied  : By  Local 

By  owner  Authority 

(1 1)  After  informal  action  by  local  authority  14  0 

(12)  After  formal  notice  under 

(a)  Public  Health  Acts  12  0 

(b)  Housing  Acts  ...  0 0 


Houses  demolished  during  the  year  : 

In  Clearance  Areas 
Nil. 

Individual  Demolition  Orders  : 

Alfreton  : 14,  15,  16  Chapel  Street. 

36,  38,  40,  42,  44,  Nottingham  Road. 

46  and  47  Independent  Hill. 

79,  81,  83  King  Street. 

102  King  Street. 

Somercotes:  Laburnam  Inn,  187,  189,  191,  193,  Sleetmoor 
Lane. 

98,  100,  102,  104,  Birchwood  Lane. 

56,  57,  58,  59,  60,  Coupland  Place. 

1 12,  114,  1 16,  1 18,  120,  122,  124,  Nottingham 
Road. 

47,  48,  49,  Somercotes  Hill. 

Swanwick:  100,  101,  102,  Pentrich  Road. 

Riddings:  Head’s  House. 

Closing  Orders  : 

Alfreton  : 49  and  51  King  Street. 
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Overcrowding.  Enquiries  were  made  into  several  cases  of  over- 
crowding, and  the  facts  were  reported  to  the  Housing  Department, 
and  the  Public  Health  Committee.  It  is  most  difficult  to  deal  with 
these  cases  as  houses  for  the  relief  of  overcrowding  are  just  not  made 
available  to  the  department. 

Housing  Act,  1964. 

Improvement  of  Houses. 

Circular  42/62.  2nd.  August , 1962. 

I drew  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  the  spirit  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1964,  with  regard  to  Improvement  Areas.  The  Council  ex- 
pressed its  satisfaction  with  the  present  arrangements. 

The  Surveyor  is  responsible  for  the  improvement  grant  scheme. 
Particulars  regarding  this  scheme  will  be  found  on  reference  to 
the  Surveyor’s  report. 

Messrs.  J ames  Oakes  & Co.  ( Riddings ) Lid.  Structural  altera- 
tions and  improvements  carried  out  during  1964  to  the  property 
owned  by  the  above  were  as  follows : — 

136  High  Street  Riddings — Installation  of  electric  light  and 
power  points  and  tiled  fireplace. 

27  High  Street,  Riddings — W.C.  Conversion. 

3,  4,  5,  6,  Mission  Row,  Pye  Bridge — W.C.  Conversions  and 
an  improvement  in  coal  storage  facilities. 

7,  8,  9,  10,  Mission  Row,  Pye  Bridge — W.C.  Conversions. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  1964,  work  in  progress  included  W.C. 
Conversions  at  twenty-one  houses  at  Fletcher’s  Row,  Ironville. 

Rent  Act,  1957. 

Certificates  of  Disrepair.  During  the  year,  no  applications  for 
Certificate  of  Disrepair  were  received  and  approved.  No  Certificates 
were  issued  but  one  Certificate  has  been  cancelled. 


Petroleum  (Consolidation)  Acts,  1928  and  1936. 
Cellulose  Solution  Regulations,  1934. 

Petroleum  Spirit  (Conveyance  by  Road)  Regulations,  1959. 
Home  Office  Circulars  5/1,  etc. 


No.  of  licences  issued  to  store  petroleum  during  1964  52 

No.  of  licences  issued  to  store  carbide  during  1964  1 

Total  storage  capacity  of  petroleum  spirit  ...  80,085 

gallons 


Total  storage  capacity  of  carbide  of  calcium 
Fees  collected  in  respect  of  petroleum  licences 
Fees  collected  in  respect  of  carbide  licences 


...  112  lbs. 
£39 
5s. 
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Can  Stores. 

Can  Store  licences  were  issued  to  the  following  : — Maximum 

Gallons 

Messrs.  C.  Brown  and  Sons,  Alfreton  ...  60 

T.  Roguska,  King  Street,  Alfreton  ...  60 

R.  S.  Dawes,  Victoria  Street,  Somercotes  ...  60 

Evans  Bros.  (Concrete)  Ltd.,  Riddings  ...  60 

N.C.B.  Area  No.  4,  Alfreton  Colliery  ...  60 

,,  ,,  Cotes  Park  Colliery  ...  60 

,,  ,,  Swanwick  Colliery  ...  60 


All  underground  tanks  are  subject  to  an  air  pressure  test  of  10 
lbs.  per  sq.  inch  for  a minimum  period  of  10  hours  before  approval. 
The  petrol  tank  to  be  totally  embedded  in  massed  fine  concrete  not 
less  than  9 inches  thick,  or  alternatively,  a brick  chamber  in  9 
inches  of  brickwork,  cement  rendered  on  the  inside  with  1 inch  of 
cement  and  a minimum  of  9 inches  of  dry  washed  sand  surrounding 
the  tank.  The  tank  to  rest  on  a cradle  at  the  base  of  the  tank. 

I wish  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  co-operation  of  the  Chief 
Fire  Officer,  H.  Terry,  Esq.,  M.B.E.,  M I.R.T.E.,  and  his  officers 
during  the  year. 

Factories  Act,  1937, 1948  and  1959. 

Form  F143B.  Building  Operations  and  Works  of  Engineering 
Construction.  Sanitary  Conveniences  for  use  of  Building  Staff . 

Received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  as  follows  :- 

Nil. 

The  Surveyor  co-operates  with  the  department  by  submitting  to 
me  all  plans  in  respect  of  factories  for  my  perusal  and  observations, 
prior  to  planning  permission  being  granted.  The  system  works  very 
satisfactorily. 

Deletions  from  and  additions  to  the  list  of  Factories  and  Work- 
places noted  by  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  reported  to  me  on 
Form  143,  Section  8 (3)  are  duly  recorded  and  the  Register  kept  up 
to  date  at  all  times. 


Register  of  Factories,  31.12.64. 


Aerated  water  ...  1 

Bakeries  ...  ...  4 

Boots  ..  ...  1 

Boot  and  shoe  repairs  ...  6 

Bicycle  repairs  ...  2 

Builders’  supplies  ...  2 

Chemicals  . ...  2 

Concrete  blocks  ...  2 

Dresses  ...  ...  2 

Electrical  repairs  ...  3 

Engineering  ...  8 

Flooring  ...  ...  2 


Leather  dressing  ...  1 

Letterpress  printing  ...  3 

Machine  repairs  ...  1 

Metal  scrap  cutting  ...  2 

Metal  scrap,  paper  sorting  1 
Motor  vehicle  repairs  ...  19 
Sausage,  meat  pies,  etc....  6 

Sheet  metal  work  ...  1 

Slaughterhouses  ...  7 

Subsidiary  Companies 
Miscellaneous  dept.  ...  1 

Tyre  remoulds  ...  1 


Foundation  Garments  ...  6 

Gas  ...  ...  1 

Hosiery  ...  ...  4 

Ironfounding  ...  1 

Iron  rolling  mills  ...  1 

Laundry  ...  ...  1 


Recovery  of  scrap  metal  1 

Total 


Underwear...  ...  4 

Vehicle  demolition  ...  3 

Vehicle  painting  and 

cellulosing  ...  1 

Metal  moulds  ...  1 

Woodworking  machinery  1 

Joinery  ...  ...  9 

112. 


Unsatisfactory  sanitary  conveniences  were  dealt  with  immediately 
on  receipt  of  Form  144  Section  9 from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories 
in  respect  of  two  factories  in  the  urban  area. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

Part  1 . General  provisions  and  sale  of  food  and  drugs. 

Sections  1 - 7. 


Sampling  of  Food  and  Drugs  is  undertaken  by  the  County  Analyst 
as  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority.  The  County  Analyst  retired 
during  the  year  and  his  successor,  Mr.  J.  Markland  has  kindly  supp- 
lied me  with  information  of  such  work  carried  out  by  his  department 
as  follows : — 

“72  Samples,  including  18  milks  were  taken  under  the  above  Act 
in  the  area  of  the  Alfreton  Urban  District  Council  during  the  year 
1964.” 

“One  sample  of  T.T.  milk  was  slightly  deficient  in  fat  and  one 
sample  of  T.T.  Pasteurised  and  one  sample  of  T.T.  Pasteurised  and 
Homogenised  milk  each  contained  small  amounts  of  added  water. 
Caution  Notices  were  issued.” 

“The  remaining  samples  were  classed  as  satisfactory.” 

“During  the  year  two  samples  were  examined  for  your  authority 
following  consumer  complaints.  A Trifle  contained  a fly  and 
foreign  material  in  a slice  of  bread  and  butter  was  identified  as  a 
small  piece  of  copper,  probably  from  a scouring  pad.” 

A complaint  was  also  received  concerning  two  allegedly  steak  and 
kidney  pies.  The  complainant  remarked  upon  the  mould  formation 
in  the  pies  but  was  more  concerned  with  the  fact  that  he  did  not 
think  the  pies  contained  steak  and  kidney  but  only  minced  meat.  A 
prosecution  was  taken  on  the  pies  not  containing  the  meats  stated 
and  a fine  was  imposed  upon  the  owner  of  the  shop  concerned. 

There  was  also  a complaint  regarding  an  insect  in  a small  tin  of 
peeled  tomatoes  and  as  this  was  the  first  complaint  received  con- 
cerning the  firm  involved,  a warning  letter  was  sent. 

During  the  year,  14  ice  cream  samples  were  taken  and  submitted 
for  examination.  The  results  were  as  follows  : — 

5 samples  - Grade  1 5 samples  - Grade  2 

No  samples  - Grade  3 4 samples  - Grade  4 

In  the  case  of  unsatisfactory  samples  further  check  samples  were 
taken  and  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 
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VOLUNTARY  SURRENDER  OF  UNSOUND  FOOD,  Section  8-12. 

All  condemned  food  excepting  meat  is  taken  to  the  Council's 
Depot  at  Leabrooks  where  it  is  satisfactorily  disposed  of. 

The  following  is  a list  of  food  stuffs  voluntarily  surrendered  by 
traders  during  the  year: — 


Condemned  Food 


189 

tins 

Tomatoes  . . 

lb. 

182 

ozs. 

6J 

35 

) 9 

Salmon 

16 

64 

9 9 

Peaches 

87 

3 

32 

) ) 

Pears 

41 

6 

6 

y y 

Fruit  Cocktail 

7 

H 

3 

y > 

Oranges 

1 

1 

8 

) ) 

Apricots 

7 

li 

23 

9 9 

Pineapples  . . 

26 

2 

5 

9 9 

Strawberries 

7 

11 

15 

9 9 

Baked  Beans 

9 

9J 

18 

9 9 

Peas . . 

12 

6J 

29 

9 9 

Pilchards  . . 

14 

5 

25 

9 9 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat 

37 

11 

17 

9 9 

Cooked  Ham 

118 

— 

11 

9 9 

Ox  Tongue 

47 

2 

35 

9 9 

Corned  Beef 

56 

13 

6 

9 9 

Fruit  Salad . . 

7 

10 

21 

9 9 

Grapefruit 

25 

12 

50 

9 9 

Evaporated  Milk  . . 

28 

8 

1 

tin 

Cooked  Shoulder  . . 

1 



5 

tins 

Chopped  Pork 

3 

, 

11 

9 9 

Steak 

10 

10 

1 

tin 

Blackcurrants 

6 

3 

tins 

Tomato  Juice 

1 

15 

2 

9 9 

Soup 

12 

3 

9 9 

Sardines 

14 

3 

9 9 

Crab 

1 

1} 

3 

9 9 

Creamed  Rice 

3 

2 

9 9 

Steak  and  Kidney  Pie 

1 

14^ 

3 

9 9 

Irish  Stew  . . 

2 

15  s 

3 

9 9 

Dog  Food  . . 

3 

12“ 

1 

tin 

Jellied  Veal 

4 

4 

tins 

Oranges 

2 

12 

1 

tin 

Plums 

1 

4 

1 

9 9 

Chopped  Ham  with  Pork . . 

7 

2 

tins 

Shrimps 

— — 

03 

2 

9 9 

Raspberries 

1 

1 

tin 

Meat  Loaf  . . 

12 

Carried  Forward  . . 

786 

14 
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1 „ 

Brought  forward  . . 

Orange  Juice 

lb. 

786 

ozs. 

14 

12 

3 tins 

Hot  Dogs  . . 

1 

8 

2 „ 

Prunes 

1 

12 

5 ,, 

Cream 

1 

14 

1 „ 

Creamed  Sago 

1 

— 

1 „ 

Lemonade  Shandy 

- — 

10 

1 tin 

Potted  Beef 

— 

3 

1 Jar 

Lemon  Curd 

— 

14 

Packets 

Ice  Cream  . . 

— 

22 

6 Pkts.  Streak  Bacon 

5 

— 

Beef 

Decomposition 

54 

— 

Pork 

y } • • • • • • • • 

7 

— 

Pickled  Brisket — Decomposition 

17 

— 

Total 

879 

13 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960. 

During  the  year  we  have  done  everything  possible  to  implement 
the  recommendations  of  the  following  Food  Hygiene  Codes  of 
Practice 

1.  Hygiene  in  the  Retail  Meat  Trade. 

2.  Hygiene  Transport  and  Handling  of  Meat. 

3.  Hygiene  in  the  Retail  Fish  Trade. 

4.  Hygiene  Transport  and  Handling  of  Fish. 

Dogs  in  Food  Shops.  Notices  re  Dogs  in  Food  Shops  have  been 
replaced  as  necessary,  and  I am  pleased  to  report  that  only  on  two 
occasions  was  it  found  necessary  to  draw  the  attention  of  a customer 
to  the  request. 

Food  Hawkers.  The  absence  of  satisfactory  legislation  still  re- 
mains a vexed  question  amongst  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  the 
Food  Trade  itself.  Some  traders  are  inclined  to  flout  the  Food  Hy- 
giene Regulations,  the  Shops  Act,  and  Sunday  Trading  Act,  and  I 
think  there  is  need  for  early  amendment  of  the  law  to  provide  more 
effective  control  of  Food  Hawkers. 

Food  Shops.  Nine  Preliminary  notices  involving  non-compliance 
with  29  various  regulations  were  served  on  owners  and  occupiers 
of  food  shops  in  the  area. 

The  following  is  a list  extracted  from  the  notices :- 

Regulation  6 — Maintenance  of  machinery  and  equipment  1 
Regulation  9 — Smoking  whilst  handling  food  ...  2 

Regulation  10 — Printed  matter  coming  into  contact  with 
food  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Regulation  14 — Condition  of  Sanitary  convenience  ...  3 

Regulation  16 — Facilities  for  washing  hands  ..  5 

Regulation  17 — Facilities  for  First  Aid  ...  ...  1 
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Regulation  18 — Facilities  for  outdoor  clothing  ...  3 

Regulation  19 — Facilities  for  washing  equipment  ...  1 

Regulation  23 — Cleanliness  and  repair  of  food  rooms  ...  10 
Regulation  24 — Accumulation  of  refuse  ...  ...  2 

29 

Early  action  was  taken  in  each  instance  to  secure  compliance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  Regulations.  One  market  stallholder  was 
prosecuted  under  Regulation  9 (e)  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations 
and  was  fined  £5  with  £5  5s.  Od.  costs. 

Alfreton  Market.  Regular  inspections  are  made  by  your  Inspec- 
tors of  the  food  stalls  on  the  open  market  in  Institute  Lane.  In  the 
main  the  stallholders  are  co-operative  and  only  sweets,  confection- 
ery, fish,  fruit  and  vegetables  are  sold. 

The  Council  do  not  permit  butchers  to  have  stalls  on  this  open 
market.  This  is  a wise  policy. 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  at  long  last  the  Council  have  provided 
toilet  facilities  on  Alfreton  Market.  I have  been  asking  for  this  pro- 
vision since  the  passing  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  in  1956. 

We  do  not  permit  food  shops  to  be  used  as  receiving  depots  for 
Laundry  and  Dry  Cleaning. 

Ice  Cream  ( heat  treatment , etc.)  Regulations  195^ . All  premises 
in  which  ice  cream  is  manufactured,  stored  and  sold  have  been  sub- 
jected to  regular  inspection.  Ice  cream  parlours  are  provided  where 
loose  ice  cream  is  sold.  All  conservators  from  which  ice  cream  is 
sold  are  provided  with  Stowell  protective  covers  to  prevent  misuse  of 
the  conservators  and  possible  contamination.  All  premises  registered 
must  be  suitably  lighted  and  ventilated,  and  have  satisfactory  washing 
facilities,  hot  and  cold  water,  clean  towels  and  soap  available. 
Manufacturers’  premises  in  the  area  are  most  up-to-date  and  their 
products  are  manufactured  under  hygienic  conditions. 

During  the  year  five  food  traders  applied  for  registration  of  their 
premises  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  as  follows: 

Fine  Fare  Ltd.,  Broomhill  Park,  Hucknall — Premises 
High  Street,  Alfreton. 

Alfreton  Lido,  Alfreton  Park,  Alfreton. 

Mrs.  M.  S.  Dodman,  28  Main  Road,  Pye  Bridge. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  Wilson,  42  Sleetmoor  Lane,  Somercotes. 

Mr.  R.  G.  Dawkes,  24  Lower  Somercotes,  Somercotes. 

The  following  premises  where  closed  during  the  year  : 

Mr.  R.  G.  Dawkes,  24  Lower  Somercotes,  Somercotes. 

Mrs.  M.  Bostock,  40  Quarry  Road,  Somercotes. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act , 1955. 

Slaughterhouses  Act , 1958. 

Model  Byelaws  for  Private  Slaughterhouses. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  ( Prevention  of  Cruelty)  Regulations , 1958. 

The  Slaughter  of  Pigs  ( Ancesthesia ) Regulations , 1958. 

Public  Health  Meat  Regulations , 1924-1952. 

Memo.  3 Meat,  Ministry  of  Food  Circular  5/48.  C.  Bovis. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts,  1958. 

Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food 
Circular  FSH  2/57,  11th  April,  1957. 

Exchequer  Grants  towards  the  cost  of  Meat  Inspection. 

Circular  FSH  4/59,  12th  February,  1959. 

Circular  FSH  1/60.  17th  February,  1960. 

Meat  Inspection  Regulations,  1963. 

The  following  details  co-relate  with  those  given  last  year  to  enable 
a comparison  to  be  made. 

It  will  be  agreed  after  perusing  the  statistical  tables  given  below 
that  every  effort  has  been  made  by  the  department  to  carry  out  and 
maintain  an  efficient  meat  inspection  service.  The  work  after 
normal  office  hours  and  at  weekends  is  carried  out  on  a rota  basis 
by  the  staff,  including  myself. 

The  following  animals  have  been  inspected  during  the  period 
1st  January  to  the  31st  December,  1964  and  represents  100%  in. 
spection.  (1934) 

Beasts  . . . . 13,033  693 


Calves 

• • 

231 

23 

Pigs  . . 

• • 

10,891 

1,187 

Sheep 

• • 

16,593 

1,287 

40,748 

3,190 

Animals  Killed  and  Inspected. 

Alfreton 

Beasts 

Calves 

Pigs 

Sheep 

Total 

1 . . 

. . • — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 .. 

. . 176 

— 

625 

138 

939 

Somercotes 

3 .. 

. . — 

— 

106 

194 

300 

Leabrooks 

4 . . 

907 

7 

949 

2217 

4080 

Riddings 

pi 

Swanwick 

6 

61 

— 

69 

247 

377 

7 . . 

..  11889 

224 

9142 

13797 

35052 

Total 

..  13033 

231 

10891 

16593 

40748 
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When  I took  up  my  appointment  in  1934  there  were  21  private 
slaughterhouses  in  the  district  and  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered 
in  1934  are  given  in  detail  above  for  the  purpose  of  comparison. 

During  this  period  the  total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  condemned 
amounted  to  37  tons,  1 cwt.,  1 qr.,  251b.  made  up  of  the  following:— 

Beasts — Tuberculosis 
1 Lung 

Other  Diseases 

15  Carcases — Emaciation 

8 Calf  Carcases — Immaturity 
1 Calf  Carcase — emaciation 

1  Calf  Carcase — septicaemia 

1 Calf  Carcase — septic  peritonitis 

2 Calf  Carcases — moribund 
1 Calf  Carcase — pyaemia 

4 Carcases — odema 

1 Carcase — Bruising 

2 Carcases — septicaemia 

1 Carcase — abnormal  colouration 
1 Carcase — ill  bled 

1 Carcase  and  all  offal — lymphatic  Leukaemia 
4 Carcases  and  all  offal — septicaemia 
1 Carcase  and  all  offal — malignant  tumours 

1 Part  Carcase — oedema 

20  Sets  of  offal — cysticercus  bovis 

9 Sets  of  offal — abscesses 

2 Sets  offal — septicaemia 

1 Set  offal — oedema 

3 Sets  offal — inflammation 

4 Portions — abscesses 
84  Portions — bruising 

2 Sides— bruising 

1 Hindquarters — bruising 

7 Forequarters — bruising 

3 Hindquarters — emaciation 

1 Hindquarters — abscess 
6 Hindquarters — fracture 

2 Hindquarters — septicaemia 
2 Shins — fracture 

12  Flanks — oedema 
1 Part  Hindquarters — fracture 

1 Part  hindquarter — arthritis 

2 Part  hindquarters — bruising 

4 Ox  shins — bruising 
2 Legs— arthritis 

8 Flanks — bruising 
1 Leg — bone  taint 
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Heads 

32  Actinomycosis 

24  Abscesses 

Lungs 

6 Abscesses 
68  Pleurisy 
78  Hydatid  Cyst 
1 Melanosis 
6 Flukes 

1 Pneumonia 

Hearts 

41  Pericarditis 
60  Xanthosis 

Skirts 

2 Abscesses 

Livers 

1362  Angioma 
1271  Cirrhosis 
97  Hydatid  Cyst 
359  Abscesses 

3 Fatty  infiltration 

4 Fatty  Degeneration 

25  Distomatosis 

2  Bacterial  Necrosis 

Stomachs 

41  Abscesses 

6 Peritonitis 

1 Inflammation 

Udders 

24  Mastitis 

2 Abscesses 

Plucks 

3 Calf  Plucks — pleurisy 

Kidneys 

243  Nephritis 

7 Abscesses 

13  Hydronephrosis 

Pigs — T uberculosis 
80  Heads 

4 Lungs 

Other  Diseases 

2 Carcases  & all  offal — Emaciation 
1 Carcase — multiple  abscesses 
1 Carcase  & all  offal — moribund 
1 Sow  carcase  & all  offal — septicaemia 
1 Sow  carcase  & all  offal — swine  erysipelas 
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9 Portions — bruising 

1 Shoulder — abscess 

2 Legs — bruising 
14  Legs — fractures 

3 Legs — abscesses 

3 Hocks — arthritis 

1 Hock — abscess 

2 Feet — arthritis 
80  lb.  Trimmings 

Heads 

4 Abscesses 

Livers 

39  Milk  spots 

3 Cirrhosis 

Plucks 

40  Pleurisy 

5 Cirrhosis 

Kidneys 

10  Nephritis 
10  Hydronephrosis 

Sheep — Other  diseases 
46  Carcases — emaciation 
5 Ewe  carcases — emaciation 
1 Ewe  saddles — oedema 
1 Sheep  carcase — moribund 

1 Carcase — oedema 
5 Carcases — fevered 

40  Saddles — emaciation 
27  Trunks — emaciation 

2 Shanks — arthritis 

4 Flanks — emaciation 

2 Legs — Bruising 

1 Leg — arthritis 

21  Portions — bruising 

3 Shoulders — abscesses 

4 Legs — fractures 

Livers 

14  Hydatid  Cysts 
208  Distomatosis 

2 Cirrhosis 
62  Strongyli 

1 Fatty  infiltration 

Plucks 

4  Pleurisy 
37  Hydatid  Cyst 
2 Abscesses 
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The  following  particulars  relating  to  the  above  are  asked  for  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  17/55  dated  23rd  November,  1955 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle, 
excluding 
Cows  Cows 

Calves 

Sheet) 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  ... 

2783 

10250 

231 

16593 

10891 

Number  inspected 

2783 

10250 

231 

16593 

10891 

All  diseases  except  T.B. : 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

31 

14 

50 

6 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

501 

3900 

3 

451 

153 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected with  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis 

18-0% 

41% 

7-4% 

3-0% 

1-4% 

Tuberculosis  only  : 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

84 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  T.B. 

Nil  ( 

3-007% 

Nil 

Nil 

0-7% 

Cysticercus  Bovis. 

Twenty  cases  were  detected  in  1964  and  the  cold  storage  facilities 
used  were  at  Chesterfield,  Sheffield  and  Derby.  It  is  our  custom  to 
inspect  the  certificate  issued  by  the  Manager  of  the  receiving  Cold 
Storage  Depot  and  record  the  date  and  the  number  of  the  same. 

Early  next  year  it  will  be  possible  to  use  the  facilities  afforded  at 
the  new  abattoir  at  the  F.M.C.,  Swanwick. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933  - 1954. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act  ( Prevention  of  Cruelty) 

Regulations,  1954. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  {Pigs)  Act,  1954. 

C.M.A.  243  Minimum  Standards  of  Construction. 

Lay-out  and  equipment  of  Slaughterhouses  in  England  and 

Wales  Act,  1957. 

Circular  So.  45157,  29th  August,  1957.  Improvement  Grants 

39  licences  have  been  issued  to  slaughtermen  in  this  district.  All 
trainees  are  tested  in  their  skill  in  the  use  of  a mechanically-operated 
instrument  before  a licence  is  issued  to  them.  In  addition  to  captive 
bolts,  there  are  two  electric  lethal  instruments  in  use,  at  the  premises 
of  Fatstock  Marketing  Corporation,  Swanwick  and  Mr.  O.  P. 
Taylor,  Leabrooks. 

Slaughterhouses  Act,  1958. 

There  are  seven  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  and  I think 
it  is  reasonable  to  state  that  a high  standard  of  private  slaughter- 
ing has  been  achieved  and  will  bear  favourable  comparison  with 
any  in  the  country. 
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The  Regional  Veterinary  Officer  inspected  each  slaughterhouse 
prior  to  renewal  of  licences.  Several  small  items  were  noted  at  this 
annual  inspection.  All  were  attended  to  before  licences  were  renewed. 

Meat  Inspection  Regulations,  1963. 

The  implementation  of  these  Regulations  has  added  considerably 
to  the  time  spent  at  the  Swanwick  Abattoir.  It  is  absolutely  necess- 
ary to  provide  an  Inspector  during  the  hours  that  slaughtering  is 
taking  place. 

Slaughtering  continues  until  7.30  p.m.  to  8.30  p.m.  mid-week. 
The  Fatstock  Marketing  Corporation  do  everything  possible  to 
complete  slaughtering  by  12  noon  on  Saturday  and  Sunday  to  enable 
the  Inspector  to  be  home  for  lunch  at  1 p.m.  At  present  one  ins- 
pector can  cope,  but  cannot  be  absent  from  the  slaughterhouse  for 
any  length  of  time  when  slaughtering  is  taking  place. 

Holidays,  sickness,  compensatory  leave,  etc.,  throw  a considerable 
burden  on  the  Inspectorate. 

At  the  31st  December,  1964,  ,£"2455  3s.  Od.  has  been  received  from 
the  slaughterhouses  in  this  district  under  the  Meat  Inspection  Reg- 
ulations, 1963. 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960. 

Requirements  relating  to  the  transport  and  carrying  of  Meat. 

The  wholesaling  of  meat  is  carried  on  by  the  Fatstock  Marketing 
Corporation  and  the  most  up-to-date  vehicles  are  used  for  this 
purpose.  Meat  is  similarly  transported  to  some  butchers  in  this 
district  from  wholesale  premises  in  the  adjoining  rural  district  and 
from  Chesterfield  Abattoir. 

The  Meat  (Staining  and  Sterilization)  Regulations,  1960. 

S/I  I960.  No.  1268.  Dated  21st  July,  1960. 

The  Regulations  were  made  by  the  Minister  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food  and  the  Minister  of  Health  under  the  provision 
of  Sections  13  and  123  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  They 
require  all  butchers’  meat  and  imported  meat  which  is  unfit  for 
human  consumption  to  be  sterilized.  All  such  meat  if  transported 
unstained  or  unsterilized  shall  be  transported  in  locked  containers 
or  vehicles. 

Meat  for  hospitals,  medical  or  veterinary  schools  or  similar  in- 
stitutions for  instructional  or  diagnostic  purposes  and  to  manufac- 
turing chemists  for  the  manufacturing  of  pharmaceutical  products  ai  e 
excluded.  We  work  strictly  in  accordance  with  these  regulations 
by  slashing  and  staining  prior  to  removal  of  condemned  offal  and 
carcase  meat. 
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Knackers’  Yards. 

Cat  and  Dog  Meat  Shops. 

There  are  no  Knackers’  yards  in  the  area,  but  there  are  two  in  the 
adjoining  rural  district,  one  of  which  delivers  cat  and  dog  meat 
to  an  establishment  in  this  area.  These  premises  are  kept  under 
constant  supervision  to  ensure  that  all  meat  sold  has  been  previously 
treated  with  acid  green  stain  to  minimise  the  risk  of  the  diseased 
meat  being  sold  for  human  consumption. 

The  Shops  Act , 1912-34-36-50. 

The  Shops  Regulations , / 91 2-1 3-37 -39. 

The  Young  Persons  ( Employment ) Act  and  Order , 1938. 

As  officer  appointed  under  the  Shops  Act,  I have  to  report  that 
steady  progress  has  been  maintained  throughout  the  year.  The 
condition  under  which  shop  assistants  and  others  work  in  this  area, 
in  my  opinion,  bears  favourable  comparison  with  any  other  area  in 
the  country.  Attention  is  given  to  the  various  matters  affecting  the 
comfort  and  welfare  of  the  assistants,  including  seats  for  females, 
rest  rooms  if  possible,  sanitary  conveniences,  washing  facilities, 
heating,  lighting,  ventilation  and  general  cleanliness  of  premises. 
Food  shops  in  particular  are  frequently  visited. 

During  the  year  a total  of  833  visits  have  been  made  to  shop 
premises.  Warnings  have  been  given  with  regard  to  selling  after 
hours,  and  of  being  open  on  the  regular  early  closing  day  for  the 
sale  of  articles  other  than  those  prescribed. 


The  following  details  have  been  extracted  from  the  register  of 
shops 


Alfreton 

Canteens 
and  Cafes 

...  20 

Food 

Shops 

82 

Other 

Premises 

128 

Total 

230 

Somercotes  ... 

9 

62 

48 

119 

Leabrooks  ... 

1 

11 

14 

26 

Riddings 

3 

24 

25 

52 

Swanwick 

5 

18 

17 

40 

Pye  Bridge  ... 

— 

3 

2 

5 

Ironville  and  Codnor  Park  3 

13 

8 

24 

Golden  Valley 

1 

3 

— 

4 

42 

216 

242 

500 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951. 

Applications  were  received  for  the  renewal  of  licences  to  keep 
Pet  Shops  by  Mr.  C.  Bagguley,  4 High  Street,  Swanwick  ; Mrs. 
A.  King,  71  Mansfield  Road,  Alfreton,  and  Mr.  G.  Marvin,  13  High 
Lane,  Ridgeway,  Sheffield  (pet  stall  on  Alfreton  Market).  All  three 
applications  were  approved  subject  to  no  nuisance  being  caused 
and  the  payment  of  the  requisite  fee. 
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Derbyshire  County  Council  Act,  1954. 

Hairdressers.  Section  146. 

Hairdressing  establishments  in  the  district  are  registered  and  all 
comply  in  every  respect  with  the  requirements  of  the  Act. 

The  following  is  a list  of  such  establishments 


ALFRETON 

Messrs.  G.  Brooks 
and  B.  Mills 
Mrs.  P.  Speed 
Mrs.  G.  West 
S.  Turner 
Miss.  Parr 

H.  Stone 
P.  Spencer 

A.  L.  Stevenson 

J.  B.  Morley 
Briggs  & Son 
Mrs.  G.  West 
Mrs.  Wade 

I.  Birch 

Mrs.  B Leighton 
Miss.  J.  C.  Briddon 
Mrs.  L.  Severn 
Messrs  Everlastic  Ltd. 
SOMERCOTES 

Mrs.  V.  Gent 

K.  Wright 
Mrs.  Haywood 

L.  Waters 
Miss.  E.  Waller 
Burrows 

A.  Smalley 
Mrs.  Binnie 
G.  A.  Birch 
LEABROOKS 

Mrs.  I.  G.  S.  Wain 

Mrs.  K.  Cutts 
Mrs.  S.  F.  Wright 

RIDDINGS 

W.  Woodfield 
Miss  K.  Gray 
Mrs.  M.  Wilkinson 
SWAN  WICK 

Miss  A.  Walters 
iW.  Jerram 
Mrs.  I.  G.  S.  Wain 
Miss  V.  E.  Bowler 
IRONVILLE 

A.  Fletcher 

B.  K.  Butlin  (Mrs.) 


65  Nottingham  Road 
91  High  Street 

72  High  Street 
1 New  Street 

93  Nottingham  Road 
20  King  Street 
76  King  Street 
31-33  King  Street 
39  Mansfield  Road 
Central  Road 
Church  Street 
4 Flowery  Leys  Lane 
24  Park  Street 

73  Mansfield  Road 
30  Mansfield  Road 
Grange  Street 

Nix’s  Hill,  Nottingham  Rd. 

90  Nottingham  Road 
38  Nottingham  Road 
24  Nottingham  Road 
179  Nottingham  Road 
26  Somercotes  Hill 
85  Somercotes  Hill 
26  Leabrooks  Road 
Lower  Somercotes 
70  Nottingham  Road 

“Glen  Lyon” 

Leabrooks  Corner 
93  Swanwick  Road 
9 Charles  Street 

1 4 Greenhill  Lane 
20  George  Street 
84  High  Street 

Derby  Road 
The  Green 
Pentrich  Road 
Derby  Road 

32  Victoria  Street 
44  King  William  Street 


Ladies 

Ladies 

Ladies 

Gents 

Ladies 

Ladies 

Gents 

Ladies 

Gents 

Gents 

Ladies 

Ladies 

Ladies 

Ladies 

Ladies 

Ladies 

Ladies 

Ladies 

Ladies 

Ladies 

Ladies 

Ladies 

Gents 

Gents 

Ladies 

Gents 


Ladies 

Ladies 

Ladies 

Gents 

Ladies 

Ladies 

Ladies 

Gents 

Ladies 

Ladies 

Gents 

Ladies 


During  1964  the  following  applied  for  registration  of  their 

premises  and  their  applications  were  approved 

Messrs  Everlastic  Ltd . Nix’s  Hill , Nottingham  Rd.  Ladies 

Alfreton 


During  the  year  the  following  establishment  was  closed 

Miss  P.  Kirk  37  Mansfield  Road,  Alfreton  Ladies 
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The  Public  Cleansing  Service. 

The  financial  details  relating  to  this  service  relate  to  the  year 
ending  31st  March,  1965.  1 he  figures  have  been  checked  against 
the  books  kept  by  the  Council’s  Financial  Officer.  Every  possible 
economy  has  been  effected  consistent  with  the  maintenance  of  an 
efficient  service. 

Staff. 


The  staff  of  the  public 
Refuse  collection 

3 Motor  drivers 
9 Loaders 

5 Wheelers  out 

4 Bin  Lads 
Refuse  disposal 

1 Driver  - muledozer 

2 Men,  tip  face 
Nightsoil  collection  and 

disposal 
1 Driver 
1 Loader 


cleansing  department  is  as  follows  :- 
Depot 

1 Working  foreman 

1 Man  part-time 
Salvage 

2 Men  baling  paper  and  textiles 
Rats  and  Mice  destruction 

1 Man  part-time 

Also  the  wages  of  three  men 
divided  between  31  men 
as  a bonus 


Weekly  Collection. 

Except  after  Bank  Holidays  we  have  managed  to  provide  and 
maintain  a weekly  cycle  of  collection  of  household  and  trade  refuse. 
People  in  this  district  are  so  accustomed  to  seeing  the  refuse  men  in 
a particular  spot  at  a particular  time  on  each  day  of  the  week  except 
Saturday  and  Sunday,  that  if  they  are  not  there  someone  very  soon 
wants  to  know  the  reason  why  ; and  it  is  little  consolation  to  an  irate 
ratepayer  to  remind  him  or  her  that  the  refuse  collector  is  entitled 
to  his  Bank  Holiday  as  well  as  he  or  she.  I must  congratulate  the 
refuse  collectors  on  the  speed  with  which  they  cleaned  up  the  district 
after  the  Christmas  Holidays.  The  district  was  cleaned  up  in  two 
weeks  with  overtime  worked  on  the  Saturday.  In  previous  years  it 
has  taken  several  weeks  to  accomplish  this. 


The  figures  with  regard  to  absenteeism(avoidable  and  unavoidable) 


are  as  follows  :■ 


Total  hours  lost 

Total  hours  lost 

1953 

• a • 

7,958 

1959 

9,132 

1954 

• • • 

7,083 

1960 

8,911 

1955 

... 

9,862 

1961 

7,575i 

1956 

• • • 

5,985 

1962 

6,73+2 

1957 

• • • 

8,047 

1963 

5,51  li 

1958 

• • • 

8,853 

1964 

5,015 

ntive  Bonus. 

The  Clerk  of  the 

Counci 

, the  Chairman  of  the 

Public  Health  Committee  and  I have  met  the  Union  Representatives 
and  some  of  the  staff  delegates  in  the  Council  Chamber  and  at  the 
Depot.  We  have  had  full  and  frank  discussions  on  the  problems 
which  have  arisen,  and  I think  it  is  true  to  say  that  a far  better 
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understanding  of  the  other  person’s  point  of  view  has  acrued  as  a 
consequence. 

Consultative  Committee.  A Consultative  Committee  has  been 
appointed  consisting  of  the  Union  Representative  and  three  delegates 
representing  the  men,  and  on  the  Council’s  side  the  Chairman  of 
the  Committee,  if  available  to  attend,  the  Depot  Foreman  and  my- 
self. The  idea  seems  to  be  operating  very  well,  one  meeting  has 
been  held,  and  a second  meeting  was  cancelled  when  the  items 
on  the  Agenda  were  proved  to  have  already  received  attention. 

Protective  Clothing.  As  in  the  previous  year  all  workmen  have 
been  provided  with  two  suits  of  overalls  and  one  pair  of  protective 
gloves.  Reinforced  gloves  are  provided  for  handling  baled  destructor 
scrap,  etc.  Each  workman  has  been  also  provided  with  a Donkey 
Jacket,  and  the  men  working  on  the  face  of  the  tip  issued  with 
protective  legginettes. 

Canteen , Locker  Room  and  Ablutions.  The  provision  of  the 
excellentbathingfacilitiesdid  not  receive  the  appreciation  anticipated, 
never  more  than  half-a-dozen  workmen  have  availed  themselves  of 
the  facility. 

During  the  year  we  have  boosted  the  heating  of  the  Canteen, 
ablutions  and  dressing  rooms  by  the  introduction  of  Fan  FI eaters. 

Clothes  Drying  Room.  Late  in  the  year,  at  the  special  request 
of  the  Workmen,  a Clothes  Drying  Room  was  provided.  On 
completion  a mackintosh  was  hung  on  one  of  the  pegs  for  the  first 
fortnight;  this  was  the  only  use  made  of  the  facilities.  I can  only 
hope  that  our  efforts  to  provide  as  much  comfort  and  convenience  as 
possible  for  the  outdoor  staff  will  receive  at  least  a little  appreciation 
in  return.  All  we  ask  is  that  the  staff  will  use  them  now  they  have 
been  provided. 

Garages.  We  have  one  large  garage  (containing  an  inspection 
pit)  for  two  S.  & D.  Fore  and  Aft  Refuse  Collectors.  On  each  side 
we  have  a smaller  building,  each  capable  of  accommodating  one 
side-loading  vehicle,  but  one  is  in  fact  used  for  garaging  the  Mule- 
dozer  by  night,  and  by  day  as  a workshop  for  the  stripping,  sorting 
and  grading  of  non-ferrous  metals  prior  to  sale.  The  other  build- 
ing is  used  as  a store  for  special  grades  of  paper  until  the  minimum 
permitted  quantity  has  been  received,  under  the  terms  of  the  con- 
tract with  the  Thames  Board  Mills.  There  is  also  a Paper  Baling 
Shed  with  extensions  providing  accommodation  for  three  S.  & D. 
Refuse  Collectors. 

House,  Trade  Refuse  and  Nightsoil. 

The  regular  service  was  maintained  under  difficulties,  house  refuse 
being  collected  from  all  premises  in  the  area  once  per  week  ; trade 
refuse  and  salvage  twice  per  week.  Closet  pails  were  emptied  at 
least  once  per  week,  except  in  cases  of  overcrowded  premises,  where 
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pails  are  emptied  twice  weekly.  Cesspools  have  been  emptied  free 
of  charge  twice  per  year  and,  where  necessary,  additional  clearances 
have  been  charged  for.  The  revenue  from  these  sources  can  be 
ascertained  on  reference  to  the  costing  report  on  services. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

Leabrooks  Controlled  Tip. 

The  Refuse  Tip  at  Leabrooks  consists  of  three  areas  of  land. 
The  first  of  4f  acres  containing  the  depot  and  buildings  completed 
in  1947.  The  second  area  of  6f  acres  aoquired  by  lease  in  1947  and 
levelled  off  this  year.  The  third  site  of  2\  acres  has  recently  been 
purchased  and  cannot  be  used  for  tipping  purposes  until  notice  has 
been  given  on  Lady  Day,  1966,  to  expire  in  March,  1967,  I have 
enquired  about  other  sites  in  the  district  at  Meadow  Lane,  Pye 
Bridge,  and  Ironville  and  there  are  difficulties  in  each  case  and 
therefore  cannot  be  considered  as  alternative  sites. 

As  I see  it  the  only  ultimate  solution  to  this  problem  is  a means 
of  disposal  other  than  by  Tipping  alone.  Of  all  other  methods  the  one 
most  likely  to  solve  our  immediate  problem  is  INCINERATION, 
and  the  conservation  of  the  newly  acquired  site  for  tipping  of  the 
residues.  The  longer  the  Council  procrastinate  in  considering  an 
alternative  method  of  disposal  the  more  acute  will  become  the 
problem  of  nuisance  owing  to  the  changing  character  of  refuse, 
70/80%  of  which  is  combustible.  The  tipped  material  is  now  be- 
coming airborne  in  the  slightest  breeze  and  covering  the  surrounding 
fields  and  hedges. 

The  farmer,  Mr.  C.  Simms,  is  unwilling  to  give  the  Council 
permission  to  enter  on  the  new  site  before  1967  unless  other  grazing 
land  is  made  available  to  him.  A certain  amount  of  levelling, 
soiling  and  sowing  of  grass  and  fencing  is  necessary  before  land  for 
replacement  could  be  offered.  This  will  take  at  least  twelve  to 
eighteen  months. 

I strongly  recommend  the  Council  to  give  serious  thought  to  this 
problem  without  delay  or  the  matter  of  refuse  disposal  will  become 
critical,  particularly  if  the  development  of  the  adjoining  land  is 
proceeded  with  by  the  Development  Association. 

I recommend  planning  permission  be  obtained  for  an  Incinerator 
on  the  new  site,  and  our  proposals  submitted  to  the  Ministry  to 
ascertain  if  they  are  favourably  disposed  to  this  form  of  Refuse 
Disposal.  The  question  too  of  other  neighbouring  authorities 
joining  in  with  us  in  such  a scheme  might  be  explored  but  I doubt 
if  they  would  be  interested  as  I feel  they  have  adequate  tipping 
space  available. 
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Reclamation  of  Raw  Materials. 


ie  com- 


Reference  to  the  Costing  Report  on  services  will  show  the  

parison  in  receipts  from  salvage  for  the  year  ending  March,  1965, 


£ 

s. 

d. 

1953 

474 

tons  at  6 

12 

1 

1954 

553 

„ 5 

11 

6 

1955 

550 

,,  6 

3 

5 

1956 

594 

„ 6 

17 

4 

1957 

545 

„ 7 

11 

2 

1958 

450 

„ 7 

10 

1 1 

1959 

351 

„ 8 

6 

5 

1960 

388 

„ 7 

2 

7 

1961 

467 

„ 7 

3 

9 

1962 

414 

„ 8 

4 

4 

1963 

360 

„ 7 

17 

2 

1964 

435 

„ 7 

7 

5 

1965 

405 

„ 8 

5 

9 

per  ton 


We  hope  to  continue  our  salvage  effort  however,  as  it  is  realised 
that  there  are  other  factors  to  be  taken  into  consideration,  apart  from 
the  monetary  gain  from  salvage  recovery. 


House  Refuse  Collection. 


S.  & D.  (1)  removed 
S.  & D.  (2)  ,, 

S.  & D.  (3)  ,, 

Based  on  Test  Weighing 


Tons 

£ 

s. 

d 

1588 

1491 

5 

3 

4496 

2357 

19 

4 

4608 

1544 

5 

1 

10692 

£5593 

9 

8 

A slight  increase  has  occurred  in  tonnage,  the  figure  for  1963/4 
being  10,595  tons. 

The  wages  of  the  loaders  (excluding  on  costs),  £"9,305  18s.  7d  , 
together  with  5,393  9s.  8d.  cost  of  motors,  gives  a figure  of  27/6d. 
per  ton  compared  with  24/4d.  in  1963/4. 

Wages  including  on  costs  were,  loaders  £"10,993  6s.  2d.,  together 
with  £*5,393  9s.  8d.  cost  of  motors,  giving  a figure  of  30/ 8d.  per  ton 
compared  with  27/4d.  per  ton  in  1963/4. 


Trade  Refuse. 

The  income  from  35  business  premises  for  the  collection  of  trade 
refuse  not  having  any  salvage  value,  and  including  various  firms  who 
deposit  refuse  on  the  tip  at  a charge  of  1/-  or  2/6d.  per  load  or 
ton  depending  upon  the  material,  was  £*383  12s.  5d. 
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Trade  Refuse  Collection. 


Expenditure 

Loaders’  wages 
Hire  of  lorries 


£ s.  d. 
177  6 0 

199  12  11 


Income  : 

Trade  refuse 


£ s.  d. 

376  18  11 
383  12  5 


1963:  £53  5s.  lOd.  Dr.  £6  13  6 Cr. 

785  Tons  of  trade  refuse  were  collected,  and  367  tons  of  trade 
refuse  were  deposited  at  Leabrooks  tip,  making  a total  of  1,152  tons. 

In  view  of  the  loss  during  the  year  1963/4  the  amount  charged 
for  depositing  refuse  on  the  tip  had  to  be  increased  during  the  fol- 
lowing year. 

Salvage  Account. 

Expendittire  : £ s.  d. 

Lorry  hire  ...  ...  225  8 9 

Wages  ...  ...  ...  3,034  6 5 

Baling  wire  ...  ... 

Repairs  to  presses  ...  ...  17  5 1 

Sundries  ...  ...  11  17  9 

1963:  i/2,606  15s.  Id.  ^3,288  18  0 

Income  : Tons  cwts.  qrs.  lbs.  £ s.  d. 


Mixed  waste 

paper 

• • • 

132 

14 

1 0 

1,053 

5 

5 

Newspaper 

• • • 

• • • 

52 

0 

3 0 

450 

0 11 

Fibreboard 

• • • 

• • • 

45 

9 

3 0 

443 

8 

4 

Baled  destructor  scrap 

• 

100 

17 

1 0 

637 

10 

7 

Mixed  wrought  iron 

and  steel 

3 

6 

2 0 

29 

4 

7 

Medium  cast 

iron 

• • • 

31 

17 

1 0 

291 

17 

6 

Light  scrap  iron 

• • • 

33 

0 

2 0 

74 

6 

2 

Non-ferrous  metals 

• • • 

2 

8 

0 10 

367 

16 

0 

Rubber 

tyres 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

16 

0 0 

8 

8 

0 

404 

10 

1 10 

^3,355 

17 

6 

Tons 

Cwts. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Tons  Cwts.  £ 

s.  d. 

1933 

0 

0 

15 

2 

11 

1949 

557  19J  2,247 

13  7 

1934 

0 

0 

109 

5 

9 

1950 

553  1 4|  2,489 

1 5 

1935 

0 

0 

140 

11 

6 

1951 

706  11  5,674 

7 10 

1936 

0 

0 

329 

10 

0 

1952 

474 

3 3,131 

13  8 

1937 

0 

0 

562 

14 

6 

1953 

552  13  3,083 

10  11 

1938 

0 

0 

340 

6 

6 

1954 

550 

5 3,394 

10  8 

1939 

0 

0 

355 

17 

2 

1955 

594 

0 4,079 

0 10 

1940 

356 

1 

1,168 

8 

0 

1956 

545 

7 4,119 

17  3 

1941 

426 

7 

1.348 

6 

O 

1957 

449  11  3,396 

18  4 

1942 

692 

8 

2,672 

12 

3 

1958 

350  17  2,922 

8 2 

1943 

548 

9| 

2,073 

10 

8 

1959 

388 

3 2,766 

19  4 

1944 

588 

1 3| 

2,097 

17 

5 

1960 

467 

7 3,356 

13  4 

1945 

525 

8 

1,806 

13 

6 

1961 

413  14  3,402 

3 10 

1946 

454 

15 

1,788 

12 

2 

1962 

360 

0 2,827 

17  7 

1947 

519 

16^ 

2,352 

15 

5 

1963 

434  13  3,206 

15  3 

1948 

544 

10 

2,477 

8 

6 

1964 

404  10  3,355 

17  6 

Total  12, 

459  tons, 

17  cwts. 

£73,095  Is.  lid. 
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Efficiency  Statistics. 

Collection  of  house  and  trade  refuse  ( including  salvage  collected 

separately) . 

(As  supplied  to  the  Ministry  for  inclusion  in  the  Annual  Costing  Return  ) 
Number  of  premises  from  which  refuse  is  collected, 


as  per  Rating  and  Valuation  Roll  ...  8,328 

Number  of  dustbins  emptied  weekly  per  annum  ...  8,805 

Estimated  tonnage  (refuse  is  check- w eighed  the  first 

week  in  January  and  the  first  week  in  July)  ...  1 1,882 

Number  of  collectors  ...  ...  ...  14 

Weight  of  refuse  collected  per  man  hour  per  day 

(365  days  per  annum)  ...  ...  ...  6*64  cwts. 

Number  of  bins  emptied  per  man  hour  ...  14*23 

'Number  of  premises  cleared  per  man  hour  ...  13*71 

Unit  costs  : 

Gross  expenditure  per  ton  ...  ...  28/4 

Net  cost  per  ton  ...  ...  ...  28/8 

Net  cost  per  1,000  population  ...  ...  £*746 

Net  cost  per  1 ,000  houses  or  premises  from  which 

refuse  is  collected  ...  ...  £f2,046 

Total  refuse  collected  (in  tons)  ...  ...  11,882 

Weight  (in  cwts.)  per  1,000  population  per  day 

(365  days  per  annum)  ...  ...  28*3  cwts. 


^Excluding  driver  who  does  not  load. 


House  Refuse  Disposal  Account. 


Expenditure 

Wages  on  tip 
Lorry  hire 
Muledozer 
Sundries 

1963:  3,015  3s.  8d. 


£ s.  d.  £ s.  d. 
2,080  4 5 

2 5 6 

1,108  11  9 
279  14  8 

3,470  16  4 


10,692  tons  of  refuse  were  disposed  of  at  6/6d.  per  ton  as  compared 
with  5/8id.  per  ton  in  1963. 


Nightsoil  Collection  and  Disposal  Account. 


Expenditure 

Loaders’  wages  ... 
Lorry  hire 
Sundries 

Income 

Emptying  cesspools 


£ s.  d.  £ s.  d. 
802  10  11 
...  1,535  8 4 

42  4 4 

2,380  3 7 

165  0 9 


1963  : 2,427  9s.  6d.  £"2,215  2 10 

2,643  Tons  of  nightsoil  were  collected  at  a cost  of  16/ld.  per  ton 
compared  with  12/6jd.  per  ton  in  1963. 
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Nightsoil  Composting  Account. 

During  the  year  two  bins  of  compost  were  sold  @ 7/6d  per  bin 
= 15s.  Od. 

There  is  a considerable  amount  of  Compost  still  available  for  sale. 


Combined  Costing. 

Collection  of  wet  and  dry  refuse  : 


Tons 

£ 

s. 

d. 

House  refuse 

10,692 

14,699 

8 

3 

Nightsoil 

2,643 

2,215 

2 

10 

Trade  Refuse 

785 

6 

13 

6 

14,120 

16,907 

17 

7 

This  gives  a figure  of  24/0d  per  ton  as  compared  with  20/2jd  per 
ton  in  1963. 


Control  of  Pests. 


Expenditure 

£ s.  d.  £ s. 

d. 

Wages 

...  298  1 11 

Materials  ... 

63  10  0 

361  11 

11 

Income 

Business  premises 

30  12 

1 

1963:  £229  9s.  3d. 

iT320  19 

10 

Sickness  Return  for  the  Year  1964  65. 

Sick  Unpaid  Other 

Pay  Sickness  time  lost  Total 

1.  Number  of  men  involved  ...  17  9 35  61 

(actual  39) 

2.  Hours  lost  ...  ...2,7344  830i  1,450  5,015 

3.  Percentage  of  (2)  to  (5)  ...  4-12  1-25  2-19  7-56 

4.  Total  number  of  men  employed  ...  ...  31 

5.  Possible  working  hours  ...  ...  ...  66,402 

6.  Percentage  of  registered  disabled  persons  to  total  staff : 

(a)  commencement  of  period  ...  ...  9-68 

(b)  end  of  period  ...  ...  •••  9*68 

7.  Number  in  (1)  absent  through  illness  ...  ...  25 

accident  ...  ...  1 
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Public  Relations. 


As  in  previous  years  every  opportunity  is  taken  to  discuss  the 
various  aspects  of  our  work  with  interested  organisations.  Visual- 
aids  are  made  use  of  and  the  Projector  and  Screen  is  an  indispen- 
sable aid. 

Civil  Defence. 

Our  full  co-operation  is  given  to  the  Local  and  County  Civil 
Defence  Authorities.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  I followed 
up  the  Sunningdale  Course  with  further  study  of  monitoring  instru- 
ments and  monitoring  technique.  This  was  held  over  a period  of 
three  months  at  Nottingham  Technical  College. 

Public  Health  Inspectors’  Education  Board. 

Practical  Training  Facilities  for  Student  Public  Health 

Inspectors. 

We  offer  facilities  for  training  Student  Public  Health  Inspectors 
in  any  field  of  activity  such  as  Meat  Inspection  at  the  abattoir ; 
Inspection  of  Common  Lodging  Houses,  etc.,  where  such  facilities 
for  training  are  not  available  in  their  own  districts,  and  I am 
pleased  that  the  Council  have  agreed  to  accept  a Lady  Student 
Public  Health  Inspector,  and  we  look  forward  to  coaching  her  for 
the  examination  for  the  new  Diploma. 

I would  like  to  conclude  my  report  with  an  expression  of  thanks 
to  our  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  his  cordial  co-operation  during 
the  year. 

I record  my  thanks  and  appreciation  to  Mrs.  L.  Day  and  Miss  J. 
Clarke  ; to  my  assistants,  Mr.  B.  W;ells  and  Mr.  C.  Haskey  and 
Mr.  R.  Lander;  to  the  Cleansing  Department  Foreman,  Mr.  T.  A. 
Smith  ; and  all  outdoor  staff  my  grateful  thanks  for  loyal  service. 

May  I also  express  my  thanks  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Council,  the 
Surveyor,  and  all  colleagues  in  other  departments  for  their  helpful 
co-operation. 

To  the  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  Councillor  M. 
Hewitt,  and  all  Members  of  the  Council,  for  their  confidence  and 
support,  not  only  during  the  past  year,  but  also  during  the  thirty- 
one  years  I have  been  privileged  to  serve  you. 

With  all  respect  to  previous  holders  of  this  office,  who  too  had 
their  difficulties  no  doubt,  I feel  I am  leaving  the  department  and 
the  Alfreton  Urban  District  in  many  respects  better  than  when  I 
took  over.  I would  like  to  have  done  more,  but  it  was  not  to  be. 

Whoever  my  successor  might  be,  I wish  him  every  possible 
success,  and  I shall  follow  his  activities  with  interest. 

E.  MERCER. 
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MOTORS  ACCOUNT 


Surveyor’s  Report. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Alf reton  Urban  District  Council. 

In  accordance  with  Circular  2/SO,  dated  25th  January,  1950, 
I append  herewith  a summarised  report  for  1964. 

For  the  Council’s  information  other  details  brief  in  character 
are  given  although  it  is  appreciated  that  only  certain  information 
relating  to  Public  Health  matters  is  required. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  disposal 

New  Sewage  Scheme  - Stage  II  - Swanwick  Area 

This  stage  of  the  comprehensive  scheme  for  the  whole  of  the 
Urban  District  had  been  substantially  completed  by  Messrs. 
Bowmer  and  Kirkland  Ltd.,  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

All  units  on  the  disposal  works  site  at  Swanwick  were  in 
operation  and  the  existing  works  had  been  demolished. 

The  disposal  works  at  Swanwick  are  similar  in  design  to  the 
one  at  Pye  Bridge  and  comprise  :- 

Constant  Velocity  grit  channels,  incorporating  a com- 
minutor  basin  with  two  machines  for  alternate  use. 

Upward  Flow  Settlement  Tanks. 

Dosing  Chamber. 

Bacteria  Filter  Beds. 

Humus  Tanks. 

Storm  Tanks. 

Sludge  Drying  Beds. 

Sludge  and  Sludge  Drainings  Pumping  Stations. 

Mess  Room,  Garage  and  Mono-rail  House. 

On  the  Swanwick  works  cold  digestion  tanks  have  been  pro- 
vided, two  primary  and  two  secondary  tanks. 

The  construction  of  the  main  27"  diameter  combined  sewer 
was  continued  from  Delves  Farm  to  Leabrooks  Corner  with  a 
21"  diameter  branch  sewer  through  the  allotments  at  Leabrooks 
to  connect  to  the  existing  sewer  behind  Leamoor  Avenue. 

The  houses  along  the  Delves  at  Swanwick  and  along  Swanwick 
Road  at  Leabrooks  which  connect  to  the  existing  sewer  are  now 
being  connected  to  the  newly  constructed  sewer  along  this 
length. 

The  new  works  at  Swanwick  received  the  normal  full  flow  of 
sewage  during  mid-December  and  whilst  there  have  been  some 
minor  defects  and  small  adjustments  to  be  made  I am  pleased 
to  report  that  no  major  set-backs  have  occured. 
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With  regard  to  the  road  to  these  works  from  the  Trunk  Road 
this  is  still  under  construction  by  the  contractors  Messrs. 
Bowmer  and  Kirkland  Ltd.,  Heage  and  should  be  completed 
early  in  1965. 

Sewage  Works  and  Pump  Stations. 

Pye  Bridge. 

These  works  have  had  a reasonable  trouble  free  year  with  no 
major  breakdowns  of  the  equipment. 

A balancing  tank  has  now  been  constructed  to  control  the 
flow  of  sewage  for  treatment  from  the  Ironville  and  Pye  Bridge 
pump  stations.  This  was  brought  into  operation  during  Sep- 
tember and  has  worked  satisfactorily  in  keeping  the  storm  tanks 
empty  during  dry  weather  flow. 

In  May  a new  Massey  Ferguson  tractor  was  delivered  to- 
gether with  two  Weeks  all-steel-bodied  trailers.  This  has  meant 
that  the  sewage  works  are  now  independent  of  private  contrac- 
tors for  all  sludge  cartage  and  the  vehicles  have  proved  most 
useful  for  many  maintenance  jobs  on  all  the  works  and  pump 
stations.  Delivery  to  local  allotments  and  farmers  of  approxi- 
mately 300  tons  of  dried  sewage  sludge  has  taken  place  during 
the  time  the  tractor  and  trailers  have  been  in  use.  By  this 
method  it  has  been  unnecessary  to  stockpile  the  sludge  at  the  Pye 
Bridge  works. 

Sludge  lifting  was  carried  out  during  the  drier  months  of  the 
year  and  having  a dry  autumn  helped  considerably.  However, 
during  the  later  weeks  of  the  year  the  beds  became  almost  full 
to  capacity  and  it  became  apparent  that  the  drying  area  will 
probably  be  inadequate  to  deal  with  the  present  de-sludging 
system. 

During  the  year  the  metal  work  of  the  distributors  was  coated 
with  bitumen  paint  and  painting  of  all  exterior  woodwork  was 
carried  out. 

Highfields  and  Meadow  Lane  Sewage  Works. 

These  two  works  have  caused  some  concern  due  to  bad  efflu- 
ents. However,  the  Highfields  works  has  improved  considerably 
since 

(a)  the  two  lagoons  have  been  made  into  one  which  is  much 
larger  and  of  greater  depth  ; and 

(b)  by  utilizing  the  distributors  from  the  old  works  at  Swan- 
wick  and  fitting  these  as  replacements  for  those  at 
Highfields  works,  which  were  in  very  poor  condition. 

Pump  Stations. 

Within  the  Urban  District  there  are  ten  pumping  stations  and 
a total  of  nineteen  pumps  ranging  from  three  horse-power  to 
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eighty  horse-power  with  pumping  capacities  from  seventy 
gallons  per  minute  to  1,100  gallons  per  minute.  During  the  year 
there  has  been  no  major  breakdown  of  equipment  but  several 
electrical  and  mechanical  repairs  have  been  dealt  with.  The 
interiors  of  Ironville  and  Golden  Valley  Pump  Stations  were 
repainted  and  all  steel  work  painted  with  bituminus  paint  and 
the  dry  well  walls  coated  with  Snowcem.  Ten  of  the  pumps  were 
stripped  down  for  gland  wearing  sleeve  replacements  and  an 
occasional  worn  bearing  has  been  replaced. 

All  the  mechanical,  electrical  and  painting  work  has  been 
carried  out  by  the  Sewage  Works  staff  at  all  pump  stations  and 
disposal  works.  On  no  occasion  was  it  found  necessary  to  call 
in  private  contractors. 

W.  C.  Conversion  Scheme — Ironville. 

The  conversion  of  pan  closets  was  completed  in  Ironville 
by  the  Butterley  Co.  Ltd.  and  128  conversions  were  carried  out. 

New  Public  Conveniences. 

Plans  have  been  prepared  for  new  Public  Conveniences  at 
Swanwick,  Riddings  and  Ironville.  The  buildings  at  Riddings 
and  Ironville  incorporate  a ’bus  shelter. 

The  site  at  Swanwick  has  now  been  obtained  by  the  purchase 
from  the  Derbyshire  County  Council  of  a small  area  of  land  at 
The  Green.  A tender  has  been  accepted  for  the  erection  of 
these  conveniences  and  construction  should  commence  in  the 
near  future. 

Sites  at  Riddings  and  Ironville  are  being  negotiated  through 
the  District  Valuer. 

A l fret  on  Lido. 

The  Lido  was  officially  opened  on  the  15th  May,  by  Brian 
Phelps,  Esq  , Olympic  High  Diving  Champion  before  a limited 
number  of  spectators.  His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of 
Edinburgh  attended  the  opening  ceremony  and  the  town  was 
gaily  decorated  for  the  occasion.  The  summer  was  ideal  during 
the  swimming  season  and  attendances  were  far  more  than 
expected. 

Swimming  instruction  was  given  to  11,640  pupils  of  local 
schools  by  the  Baths  Superintendent  and  his  assistant. 

From  the  period  the  Lido  was  open  there  had  been  120,840 
swimmers  and  47,778  spectators  admitted  which  shows  how 
enthusiastic  the  public  were  to  this  new  venture.  In  fact  the 
swimming  season  was  extended  until  the  11th  October,  1964. 

The  adjoining  Cafe  and  Shop  proved  very  popular  to  the 
swimmers  and  spectators  and  was  a profitable  concern. 

During  one  period  the  grounds  of  Alfreton  Hall  had  to  be 
opened  to  accommodate  the  overflow  of  spectators. 
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There  were  minor  defects  in  the  equipment  and  various  details 
to  be  remedied  regarding  the  surrounding  premises,  hut  with 
the  co-operation  of  the  staff  these  were  soon  overcome. 

Since  the  closure  of  the  Lido  until  summer  1965, a sectionof  the 
sunbathing  area  which  was  worn  away  has  been  rotivated,  soiled 
and  re-seeded. 

The  main  pool  has  been  relined  with  a fibreglass  bottom  in 
lieu  of  paint. 

The  children’s  paddling  pool,  which  proved  very  popular  was 
at  times  covered  in  small  amounts  of  grass  and  leaves  which 
tended  to  clog  up  the  filtration  plant.  In  order  to  try  and 
prevent  this  from  re-occuring  a small  filter  chamber  has  been 
constructed  at  the  side  of  the  pool  to  catch  the  larger  material 
before  it  reaches  the  main  filter.  A valve  has  been  incorporated 
to  enable  the  pool  to  be  quickly  emptied. 

A flight  of  steps  has  been  constructed  down  to  the  boiler 
house  to  give  easier  access  for  the  Baths  Superintendent. 

Preparations  have  been  made  on  the  lawns  at  the  front  of 
Alfreton  Hall  for  a putting  green  and  a children’s  slide  has 
been  erected. 


SURVEY. 

Planning  applications  received  during  the  year  1964. 


(a)  For  consideration  under  the  Byelaws. — The  total  number 
of  applications  received  for  consideration  was  259  and  258  were 
approved.  One  application  was  refused. 


This  figure  is  made  up  as  follows 

Description 

• 

• 

Applications 

Total 

Approved 

Received 

Refused 

1964 

W.C.’s 

14 

— 

14 

Garages 

104 

— 

104 

Sheds,  Greenhouses,  etc. 

43 

1 

42 

Improvements  to  Properties 

77 

— 

77 

Car  Access 

13 

— 

13 

Miscellaneous 

8 

— 

8 

259 

1 

258 

The  total  figure  of  258  again  indicates  an  increase  of  approvals 
over  the  preceding  year. 

(6)  Applications  received  under  the  Town  and  Country  Plan- 
ning Act,  1962. — The  total  number  of  applications  received  by 
this  Authority  under  the  Town  and  Country  Planning  Act,  1962 
shows  an  increase  on  last  year’s  figure  by  twenty-five  applica- 
tions, and  is  made  up  as  follows:- 
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Description  Applications  Refusals  Withdrawals  Pending 


Advertisements 

18 

— 

— 

— 

Change  of  User 

10 

3 

2 

— 

Bungalows 

56 

— 

3 

3 

Houses 

13 

1 

— 

1 

Public 

Conveniences 

1 



— 

— ■ 

Shops 

4 

1 

— 

2 

Garages 

52 

— 

1 

— 

Factories 

14 

— 

2 

1 

Betting  Offices 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Petrol  Filling 
Stations 

2 

_ 

— 

— 

Coal  Stocking 
Sites 

2 

— 



1 

Group  Schemes 
(Housing) 

1 

— 





Schools  and 
Training  Centres 

1 



— 

1 

Hairdressing 

Salons 

1 

— 

— 



Supermarkets 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Car  Parks 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Public  Houses 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Outline 

Applications 

Industrial 

9 

1 

3 

Residential 

17 

7 

1 

3 

Caravans 

3 

1 

— 

— 

Miscellaneous 

11 

1 

— 

4 

Total 
Approved 
for  Year 

18 

5 

50 

11 

1 

1 

51 
11 

1 

2 

1 

1 


1 

3 

2 

3 


5 

6 
2 
6 


224  15  9 19  181 


In  November  the  highest  number  of  applications  totalled  44 
and  33  of  these  were  for  the  development  of  Old  Hall  Farm 
Estate,  Extension  No.  2. 

(c)  Appeals  held  during  the  year  1964.  The  total  number  of 
appeals  held  during  this  year  was  3,  but  the  number  of  decisions 
received  from  the  Ministry  of  Housing  & Local  Government 
was  8. 

Inspections. 

(/)  Inspections  of  Building  Operations.  During  1964  ins- 
pections have  been  made  of  housing  sites  in  the  Urban  District 
and  of  the  various  stages  of  construction  of  houses  and  improve- 
ments to  properties.  The  total  number  of  inspections  is  762. 
This  figure  indicates  a decrease  on  last  year’s  figure. 
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{a)  Applications  under  the  Byelaws. 

Commencement  Inspection 

of  Inspection  Inspection  Inspection  Inspection  of 

Building  of  of  of  of  Completed  TOTAL 

Operations  Foundations  D.P.C.  Material  Dra;ns  Work 

149  31  31  31  108  201  551 

( b ) Applications  under  the  Town  and  Country 
Planning  Act,  1962. 

52  21  21  21  37  59  211 


201  52  52  52  145  260  762 


(2)  Inspections  of  Council  Houses,  1964.  As  notices  have  been 
received  from  the  tenants  of  Council  Houses  who  wish  to  term- 
inate their  tenancy  or  exchange  houses,  inspections  have  been 
made  of  the  various  properties  as  follows: — 

Transfers  Exchanges  Vacations  Total 

8 22  39  69 

If  the  tenant  of  the  Council  house  was  responsible  for  any 
repairs  they  were  accordingly  notified  to  have  the  repair  carried 
out  at  their  own  expense  before  they  left  the  property. 

Cotes  Park  Depot. 

The  Highways  Depot  at  Cotes  Park  was  completed  during  the 
year  and  a new  access  made  on  to  Nottingham  Road  which 
allows  clear  visibility  to  traffic  entering  and  leaving  the 
premises.  The  frontage  has  been  laid  out  with  lawns  and  in- 
dication signs  have  also  been  erected. 

Al fret  on  Market 

The  Friday  and  Saturday  Market  has  been  fully  let  for  most 
of  1964. 

The  average  lettings  per  Market  Day  was  56  stalls  throughout 
the  year  and  the  two  voids  for  each  Market  Day  can  be 
accounted  for  by  various  reasons  such  as  ill-health  of  stall- 
holders, bad  weather  and  holidays  during  the  year  under  review. 

Recreation  Grounds. 

(a)  Alfreton  Recreation  Ground,  off  Alma  Street,  Alfreton,  area 

7*5  acres. 

Facilities:  2 Bowling  Greens  1 Football  Pitch 
5 Tennis  Courts  1 Pavilion 

1 Putting  Green  Playground  Equipment 

( b ) Watchorn  Playing  Fields  and  Alma  Watchorn  Park,  off 

Derby  Road,  Alfreton,  area  6-5  acres. 

Facilities  : 1 Hockey  Pitch  1 Cricket  Pitch 

1 Pavilion  Playground  Equipment 

Gardens 

The  use  of  the  paddling  pool  was  discontinued  in  1963. 
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(c)  Somercotes  Recreation  Ground,  off  Leabrooks  Road,  Somcr- 
cotes,  area  8 acres. 

Facilities  : 1 Bowling  Green  1 Putting  Green 

4 Tennis  Courts  2 Pavilions 

Playground  Equipment 

{d)  Riddings  Recreation  Ground,  off  Shaw  Street,  Riddings, 
area  12  acres. 

Facilities : 1 Bowling  Green  1 Football  Pitch 

2 Tennis  Courts  1 Pavilion 

Playground  Equipment 

(e)Codnor  Park  Recreation  Ground,  off Victoria  Street,  Ironville, 
area  9 acres. 

Facilities  : 1 Bowling  Green  1 Football  Pitch 
2 Tennis  Courts  1 Pavilion 

Playground  Equipment 

(/)  Pye  Bridge  Recreation  Ground,  off  Main  Road,  Pye  Bridge* 
area  3 acres. 

(g)  Swanwick  Recreation  Grounds  : 

(1)  off  Derby  Road,  Swanwick,  area  1 acre. 

Facilities  : Children’s  Swings. 

Playground  Equipment 

(2)  off  Bolton  Street,  Swanwick  (temporary),  area  3 acres 

Facilities  : 1 Football  Pitch 

(h)  Birchwood  Woods,  area  12  acres. 

Sports  Fields. 

(а)  Alfreton  Football  Ground,  off  Alma  Street,  Alfreton,  area 

5*2  acres. 

Facilities  : 1 Football  Pitch 

(б)  Somercotes  Cricket  Ground,  off  Nottingham  Road,  Somer- 

cotes, area  6 acres. 

Facilities  : 1 Cricket  Pitch 

Damage  to  Council  Property,  1964. 

Damage  to  the  Council’s  property  such  as  equipment,  trees, 
shrubs  and  hedges,  buildings  and  street  lights  by  vandalism  is 
estimated  to  have  cost  the  Council  £137  in  repairs. 

This  figure  does  not  include  damage  to  street  lighting  columns 
caused  by  accidents. 

Again,  the  figure  of  £137  does  show  a considerable  increase 
in  the  amount  of  vandalism  during  the  year  under  review  in 
comparison  to  amounts  of  damage  caused  in  earlier  years. 

Notices  served  on  owners  or  occupiers  of  premises  regarding 
overhanging  hedges , dangerous  structures,  etc.,  during  1964. 

Six  notices  under  the  Highways  Act,  1959  and  2 under  the 
Barbed  Wire  Act,  1893  have  been  served  on  owners  of  premises 
during  the  year.  Two  were  for  dangerous  structures  and  four 
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others  for  overhanging  hedges,  compelling  pedestrians  to  walk 
on  the  highway. 

Private  Street  Works  Code  of  1892 — Highways  Act , 1959. 

Tenders  were  accepted  for  the  carrying  out  of  Private  Street 
Works  under  the  above  Act  in  respect  of  Victoria  Street, 
Alfreton  and  Sherwood  Street,  Leabrooks.  These  works  were 
completed  and  Final  Apportionments  served  on  all  owners  of 
the  properties  affected. 

Automatic  Telephone  Exchange , Alfreton. 

The  second  of  the  Automatic  Telephone  Exchanges  in  the 
area  was  commenced  on  2nd  November,  1964. 

Garage  Sites — Alfreton  and  Swanwick. 

(a)  Alfreton  Garages  were  delivered  to  and  erected  on  the 
Hostel  Site  and  Firs  Estate  Extension  No.  5 during  the  year. 
Of  those  on  the  Hostel  Site  all  are  now  let.  On  the  Firs  Estate 
Extension  No.  5 seventeen  have  been  let. 

(b)  Swanwick  The  supply  and  erection  of  six  garages  at 
New  Street,  Swanwick  has  taken  place  in  J uly  and  all  are  now  let. 

Cemeteries. 

Interments  during  the  year  1964  : 

Alfreton  Cemetery  ...  ...  55 

Leabrooks  Cemetery  ...  ...  66 

Of  the  25  new  graves  in  Alfreton  Cemetery,  24  were  in  the 
Flat  Section.  There  was  one  interment  of  ashes. 

Out  of  the  39  new  graves  at  Leabrooks  Cemetery,  38  were  in 
the  Flat  Section.  There  was  one  interment  of  ashes  during  the 
year. 

Memorials  erected  during  1964: — 

Alfretom-Headstones,  Kerbs  and  Vases  22 

Inscriptions  15 

Leabrooks:- Headstones,  Kerbs  and  Vases  36 

Inscriptions  15 

Sickness  Return  for  the  Year  1964. 

Unpaid  Other  time 

Sick  Pay  Sickness  lost  Total 

1.  Number  of  men  involved  73  9 34  84 

2.  Hours  lost  ...  ...14,403  l,344i  1,215  16,962j 

3.  Percentage  of  (2)  to  (4)  ...  ...  6*7% 

4.  Possible  working  hours  ...  ...  253,344 

5.  Percentage  of  registered  disabled  persons  to  total  staff 

(a)  commencement  of  period  - 1st  Jan.,  1964  7*l°o 

(b)  end  of  period  - 31st  Dec.,  1964  ...  8*3% 

6.  Number  of  persons  in  (I)  absent  through  illness  67 

Number  of  persons  in  (1)  absent  through 

accident  ...  6 

Noth.  The  percentages  of  total  possible  working  hours  are 
based  on  an  average  42  hour  weekly  strength  of  1 16. 
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Highways. 


Snow  Clearance , 1964. 

The  early  months  of  the  year  were  fairly  mild  in  comparison 
to  1963.  However  some  snow  fell  which  necessitated  calling  in 
men  and  machines  from  local  contractors  to  assist  in  clearing 
it  away. 

The  amount  of  materials  used  to  clear  the  snow  and  ice  during 
the  year  was 

Salt,  85  tons.  Grit  Sand,  172  tons.  Ashes,  60  tons. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  very  severe  frosts  occurred 
but  these  were  effectively  dealt  with  by  the  new  gritting  attach- 
ments. These  machines  have  proved  to  be  economical  and 
requiring  only  three  lorries  and  six  men  to  use  them.  The 
whole  of  the  Urban  District  has  been  regularly  gritted  when 
frost  has  occurred  and  when  one  considers  that  in  previous 
years  all  the  Highways  Staff  and  equipment  had  to  be  utilised — 
a considerable  saving  has  been  effected. 

Coal  Mining  Subsidence  Act , 1957 — Roads. 

During  the  year  a claim  was  submitted  to  the  National  Coal 
Board  in  respect  of  damage  to  the  6"  diameter  foul  sewer  in 
Stanley  Street,  Somercotes.  This  claim  was  accepted  by  the 
Board  and  plans  and  specifications  are  in  the  course  of 
preparation. 

Street  Scavenging  and  Gulley  Emptying.  There  are  approx- 
imately 32  miles  of  road  in  the  Urban  District  of  Alfreton  and 
these  are  swept  regularly  by  two  mechanical  street  sweepers. 
There  is  a small  amount  of  hand  sweeping  of  footpaths  etc.  The 
1,359  gulleys  in  the  Urban  District  are  cleansed  between  five 
and  six  times  per  year,  and  are  properly  disinfected  at  each 
cleansing  and  the  water  seal  made  good.  The  gulley  emptier 
when  not  employed  on  emptying  gulleys  is  used  to  flush  out 
manholes  and  sewers  in  the  Urban  District  which  tend  to  silt 
up  and  which  have  been  affected  by  subsidence. 

Openings  in  Public  Highways.  During  the  year  there  have 
been  841  applications  to  break  open  the  highways.  Consequent 
re-instatements  in  all  cases  have  been  carried  out  by  this 
Council  and  charges  made  to  the  respective  applicants. 

This  figure  is  made  up  as  follows :- 


South  Derbyshire  Water  Board  ... 

...  526 

East  Midlands  Electricity  Board 

...  78 

East  Midlands  Gas  Board 

...  129 

Post  Office  Telephones 

...  101 

Other  

7 

Highw  lys  Miscellaneous  Provisions  Act,  1963. 

Since  this  Act  came  into  operation  in  August  a regular  in- 
spection of  all  highways  and  footpaths  has  been  carried  out  and 
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all  defects  made  good.  The  total  number  of  defects  was  562 
and  90%  of  these  have  been  completed,  the  remaining  10%  is 
work  in  progress. 

Footpath  Signs. 

In  accordance  with  the  Council’s  recommendations  the  majo- 
ity  of  the  footpaths  and  bridleways  were  signposted  during  the 
year. 


Housing. 

Loans  and  Grants. 

(a)  Loans.  Until  this  scheme  was  temporarily  suspended  on 
1st  December,  1964,  there  has  been  88  properties  valued  for  ap- 
plicants who  wish  to  buy  their  homes  through  the  Council’s 
scheme.  Of  this  number  34  advances  have  been  made,  which  is 
a decrease  on  the  previous  year. 

(b)  Improvement  Grants.  There  have  been  19  Improvement 
Grants  made  to  applicants  during  the  period  1st  January,  1964 
until  this  scheme  was  temporarily  suspended  on  the  1st  Dec- 
ember, 1964.  This  is  a decrease  of  9 on  the  previous  year, 

(c)  Standard  Grants.  During  1964  a total  of  31  Standard 
Grants  were  made  to  enable  people  to  bring  their  property  up 
to  a reasonable  modern  standard.  T here  was  however  a slight 
decrease  in  the  number  of  applications  made  in  comparison 
to  the  total  for  1963. 

Housing  Repairs.  Housing  repairs  have  been  dealt  with  fairly 
satisfactorily  during  the  year.  An  effort  will  be  made  when  the 
good  weather  comes  to  concentrate  on  outside  repairs,  princi- 
pally pointing  and  stuccoing.  It  must  be  realised  however  that 
there  will  be  a slowing  down  of  work  on  inside  repairs  during 
these  periods.  It  has  been  decided  that  a hundred  houses  shall 
be  put  out  to  contract  for’  painting  during  next  summer. 

Houses. — Progress  Report  for  1964.  There  have  been  12 
bungalows  and  18  2-bedroomed  houses  built  by  this  Council 
during  the  year. 

During  1964  there  were  21  houses  and  bungalows  built  by 
private  enterprise  and  the  number  of  dwellings  under  construc- 
tion at  the  end  of  the  year  was  23. 

O.A.P.  Bungalow  Scheme , Swanwick.  The  scheme  in  course 
of  preparation  for  Old  Persons  Bungalows  at  Swanwick  provides 
for  17  single-bedroom  bungalows  arranged  in  a quadrangle, 
each  connected  by  a covered  cloister.  A central  boiler  house  will 
provide  heating  and  hot  water  to  the  units,  and  the  bathroom 
is  to  be  replaced  by  shower  cubicles  specially  designed  for  use 
of  old  people.  However,  progress  has  been  slow  due  to  the 
fact  that  the  Derbyshire  County  Council  did  not  issue  its 
decision  on  the  Planning  Application  made  in  July,  until 
December.  This  scheme  has  since  been  postponed. 
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Old  Hall  Farm  Site,  Swanwick . Th£  second  stage  of  this 
development  comprising  the  road  layout  was  again  submitted 
for  a decision.  An  approval  was  issued  in  August  and  in  Nov- 
ember application  was  made  for  33  burtgalows  on  Phase  II  and 
together  with  the  8 applied  for  and  approved  in  August  totalled 
41.  Each  dwelling  has  been  designed  so  as  to  provide  an  8' 
vehicular  access  for  a carport/garage  at  the  side  of  the  property. 

Coal  Mining  Subsidence  Act,  1957 — Houses.  During  the  year 
four  claims  for  subsidence  have  been  submitted  to  the  National 
Coal  Board  in  respect  of  :- 

(a)  94  Rodger’s  Lane,  Alfreton. 

(b)  1 The  Meadows,  Swanwick. 

(c)  22/24  Wheatley  Avenue,  Somercotes. 

(d)  12  Providence  Place,  Alfreton. 

In  respect  of  (a)  and  (b)  these  claims  have  been  accepted  by 
the  Board  and  work  is  proceeding. 

With  reference  to  (c)  this  claim  has  been  refused,  and  in  res- 
pect of  (d)  a reply  is  still  awaited  from  the  National  Coal  Board. 

Completion  of  Apprenticeship.  One  apprenticeship  was  com- 
pleted during  the  year  in  respect  of  D.  B.  Hill,  Esq.,  who  was 
an  apprentice  plumber  and  his  indentures  were  endorsed  in 
November,  1964. 


Housing  Programme  Summary  as  at  31st  December,  1964. 


(a)  Pre-war  houses 

Providence  Place,  Alfreton(existing  houses  purchased 
in  1957) 

Catherine  Street,  Alfreton  (existing  houses  purchased 
in  1957) 

Alfred  Street,  Riddings  (existing  houses  purchased 
in  1957) 

High  Street,  Riddings  (existing  houses  purchased 
in  1959) 

• • • • • • 

Birchwood  Lane,  Somercotes  (existing  houses  purch- 
ased in  I960)  ... 

* • • • • 

Coupland  Place,  Somercotes,  (existing  house  purch- 
ased in  1962)  ... 

(b)  Post-war  houses  :- 


456 

10 

7 

6 

3 

3 

1 


Pease  Close  Housing  Estate,  Alfreton. 


Two-bedroom  bungalows  ...  14 

One-bedroom  bungalows  ...  8 

Three-bedroom  houses  ...  88 

Two-bedroom  houses  ...  ...  112 

Gregory  Flats  ...  ...  49 

Two-bedroom  houses  ...  ...  g 
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Firs  Estate , A If  reton. 

Firs  Estate  - three  bedrooms  ...  124 


Firs  Estate  Extension 
Firs  Estate  Extension 
Firs  Estate  Extension 
Firs  Estate  Extension 

Limes  Avenue , Alfreton. 
three  bedroom  houses 
two  bedroom  houses 
bungalows 

Colin  Street , Alfreton. 
bungalows 
two  bedroom  houses 

Rodger's  Lane , Alfreton. 
three  bedroom  houses 


two  bedrooms 

130 

three  bedrooms 

22 

bungalows  ... 

4 

two  bedrooms 

12 

• • • • • • 

32 

• • • • • • 

98 

• • • • • • 

8 

• • • • • • 

14 

• • • • • • 

10 

• • • • • • 

3 

Swanwick  - South  Street  and  Western  Avenue 
three-bedroom  houses 
aluminium  bungalows 

Birchwood  Lane,  Somercotes. 
three-bedroom  houses 

Ironville. 

three-bedroom  houses 

Cottage  Farm  Estate,  Somercotes. 
three-bedroom  houses 
two-bedroom  houses 
two-bedroom  bungalows... 
one-bedroom  bungalows  ... 

Park  Side,  Somercotes. 
two-bedroom  houses 

Windmill  Estate,  Riddings. 
three- bed  room  houses 

South  Spire  Site,  Somercotes. 
three-bedroom  houses 
two-bedroom  houses 
two-bedroom  bungalows... 

Firs  House,  Alfreton. 

Hats  ...  •••  ••• 

Miners'  Hostel  Site,  Alfreton. 
bungalows 


42 

20 


132 

104 

8 

10 

24 

12 

12 

42 

8 


29 


1,178  1,178 


1,664 
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I wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  of  the  Alfreton  Urban  District 
Council,  the  Chairmen  of  all  Committees  and  members  of  the 
Council  for  their  support  and  help,  and  to  my  staff  for  their 
help  and  co-operation. 

F.  P.  WALTERS, 

Engineer  and  Surveyor. 

Alfreton  Urban  District  Council. 
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